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would be made available for the training of
boys and girls [or employment. This
amount was whittled down later to less than
£1.000,000, but I hope that some money wiil
be available from the Federal Government
to finance the training of youths for em-
ployment, so that they can be absorbed in
the industries. At the Fremantle Techni-
cal School there is an attendance of 550 in-
dividual students. This school meets the
needs of the district in commercial, domes-
tic and general subjects, There is very
little demand for trade instruction. The
Midland Junetion Technical School has an
average attendance of 450 individual stu-
dents, of whom 220 arc railway appren-

tiecex. The halance eonsists of students tak-
ing commercial, domesiic and general sub-
jects. The Wastern Goldficlds  Technieal

Sehool at Boulder has 230 individual stu-
dents, this heing a slight falling off on the
previous vear's figures, This covers the
ground of the administration of the depart-
ment and gives an indieation of what is pro-
posed for the coming vear. Most members
are anxious to know what facilities will be
provided and also whether the facilities
will be increased where the needs render
that necessary.

Mr. McLarty: The Parents and Citizens’
Associations have helped a good deal in
that direction.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
They have helped very considerably. They
have done wonderful work througheut the
State. T might mention the Nedlands and
Thomas Street schools where the associations
have done excellent work, not only for the
school grounds but in providing many de-
sired facilities. Tt is my desire to reeipro-
cate, and do something for those who have
done so mueh for us. We wish to show
some appreciation from the departmental
standpoint of the good work that has heen
done at Nedlands and Thomas-street. In
fact, T can say the same thing in connec-
tion with all cur elementary sehools. Some
good work has been done by all the Parents
and Citizens’ Associations. I am indeed
grateful to the hon. member for reminding
me of it. Every member of Parliament is
aware of the valuable work that is heing
done. Almost everywhere is to be found a
band of people who seek to give this kind
of service. They are improving the facili-
ties at the schools, they are bettering the
condition of tennis ecourts and sports
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equipment, providing material for the use
of the children, maps, books for libraries,
and innumerable other things that go to
make up the amenities of school life, things
that it has been found impossible in the past
for the Government to provide. In faet;
these associations have filled an important
role. I commend the Estimates to members,
and shall be pleased to afford any further
information that may be desired.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.12 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT AMEND-
MENT (No. 3).

Tntroduced by My,
first time.

Wamner, and rvead a

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT AMEND.- .
MENT (No. 2).

Read a third time, and transmitted to the -
Couneil.

BILL—TIMBER WORKERS.
Report of Committee adopted.
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BILL—WESTERN AUSTRALIAN AGED
SAILORS AND SOLDIERS’ RELIEF
FUND AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL-INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
CONTINUANCE (No. 2),

Message.

the Lieutenant-Grovernor
Teceived and read reecommending appropria-
tion for the purpose of the 13ill.

Message from

Second Reading,

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (llon.
M. F. Troy—Mt. Magnet) [4.39] in mov-
ing the second reading said: The econtinu-
anee of the principal Act is necessary if the
Government are to continue to provide sus-
temane: for settlers for whom the adveize
conditions of the depression years have
rclosed other avennes of credit. 1t is hardly
‘necessary to rémind hon. members—though
‘possibly it may be news fo some—that the
piospects for the coming harvest are not
by any means satisfactory. Tn some distriets
there are complaints of the wheat having
ripened off early, with the result that the
yield is likely to be small. In other distriets
there ure eomplaints of rust, which is bound
to affect production and consequently the set-
tler. As an emergency measure the Indus-
tries Assistance Act contains machinery for
the provision and control of eredit, which
inachinery does not exist in the Agricultural
Bank statutes. There is no intention of re-
suming genera]l operations under the Aet:
but quite a number of settlers operate
under its provisions, and these must be ear-
ried on, espeeinlly the miners’ settlement at
Southern Cross. Owing to the absence of
commercial eredit, and the inability of these
settlers to obtain machinery on hire-purchase
terms, the Bank is finding it impossible to
develop, equip and provide harvest require-
ments within the limit of £2,000 prescribed
by its Aet. Therefore the Government arc
compelled to have recourse to the Industries
Assistance Aet in order to enable the guar-
antees demanded by merchants to be given.
With regard to the payment of sustenance,
there is no provision in the Agricultural
Bank statutes to grant loans for that pur-
pose. These advances are made under the
Finance and Development Act, and the
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Trustees are able to excreise their powers
utisler the Industries Assistance Aet for that
purpose. Money so advanced automatically
becomes a first ¢charge on the land and erops
of the farmer. As both the Aects are ad-
ministered by the same authority, namely,
the Trustees of the Agrieultural Bank, all
the maehinery necesary is at dispozal, It
is not necessary for the borrower to regis-
ter any securities, as he would have to do
if advances were made by the Agricultural
Bank. The number of accounts under the
Industries Assistance Board at the 30th
June, 1934, was 1,393, including 69 opera-
tive aecounts for the miners’ settlement at
Sonthern Cross. The liabilities under the

ordinary section of the Aet amount fo
£645,806, and the interest outstanding
amounts to £147149, makinzg a total of

£793,045. The aceounts which are funded
amount to £909.882, and the interest out-
standing is £201,996, making a total of
£1,111,878. Advances for the vear, includ-
ing refunds from proceeds, amount to
£30,523, and eollections to £38,489. T move—

That the Bill ha now read a second time.

On wotion by Hon. €. G. Latham, debate
adjourned.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL BANK,
Message.

Message from the Lient.-Covernor re-
ceivedd and read recommending appropria-
tion for the purpose of the Bill.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. F. Troy—Mt. Magnet) [443] in mov-
ing the second reading said: The purpose
of the Bill now submitted to the House is
to reconstruct the Agricultural Bank under
the directorship of three Commissioners,
one of whom is to be the Under Treasurer
ar his deputy, and the other two Commis-
sioners shall be persons having a socond
knowledge of the rural industries of the
State and suited, by reason of their per-
sonal gnalifieations, to administer the busi-
ness of the Commissioners, These two Com-
missioners shall hold office for seven vears;
and one of the Commissioners shall be
appointed chairman, who will have a de-
liberative as well as a casting vote. The
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dutics ol the Connnissioners will involve
caod deal of reconstruction and consolida-
tion; and as the Treasury will he vitally
afferted by the purpose of the Bill, it is
conridered recessary to give the Treasury
represenfation,  That, of course, was re-
rointended by the Royal Commission which
recenthy inquired into ihe affairs of the
Bank. The Commissioners shall he paid an
adesuide salary, and will devote the whae's
of their time to the business of the Bank.
Ag hon, members will know, the two Trus-
fees outside the General Manager only de-
vole portion of their fime to the service
of the Bank, But the commissioners ap-
pointed under the Bill will devote the whole
of their time to the administration of the
bank, and, being in thai position, will be
able to undertake the work of reconstric-
tion and consolidation provided for in this
measure.  No person =hall be appointed as
i commissioner who s, or becomes, an
officer of any bank, firm, or institution that
carries on the business of making advances
on the security of any land used in eon-
nection with the rvural industry of Western
Austealia. ' The commissioners may be sus-
pended by the Governor at any time on the
grounds of incompetence, mishehaviour, or
if they become incapable of carrying out
the duties of their office. But it is provided
that a statement ol the grounds for the sus-
pension shall be laid by the Minister before
both Houses of Parlimment within 14 days
of such suspension, it Parliament shall he
then sitting, and, if Parliament be not in
sesgion, within 14 davs of the comunence-
ment of the next ses<ion of Parliament. If
within 14 days after such statement is laid
hetore cach Monse, eaeh -HHouse emrries a
resolution that fthe eommissioner he dis-
missed fLrom olfice, he shall he deemed to
have been dismizsed from oilice as from the
date of suspension. 1[ the resolution he not
carried, the suspended commissioner shall
he restored lo office as from the date of
his suspension.  That will give the commis-
sioners the security of tenure that [ think
is necessary if Pacliament is fo expeet them
impartially to adminisier the affairs of the
Agricultural Bank, A commissioner sball
pe deemed to have vaeated his office if he
{a) hevomes bankrupt, (b) ahsents himself
From the business of the comumissioners for
more than two weeks without the approval

in writing of 1he Governgr—that is to say,
of the Exerntive Council— (¢} becomes in-
sane or incapable of managing his affairs,
ot (d) has direct or indirect pecuniary in-
cerest in any agreement with the ecommis-
sloners, otherwixe thaa as a member of an
in¢orporated company, conzisting of not less
than 20 members, The last-imentioned pro-
vision is the one inserteld in such
¢ases.  The commissioners shall take over
aml as~ume responsibility for the business
of the Agricaltural Bank. They shall eon-
stder  and  determine applications for
advances  under  this  measure, and
make  advances  to persons  engaged
it rural  industries, where they deem
sueh advances necessery. They may enforee
pavment of monev or securities for money,
inelnding existing seeurities of the Bank,
the Industrial Assistance Poard, and the
Discharged Soldiers’ Tand Seftlement
Board. The commissioners will also take
over the administration of the Group Set-
tlers’ Advances Acet and the Wire and Wire
Netting Act, 1926. The latter Aet is ad-
ministered from the Lands Department, but
the intention is tco bring all these Acts
under one control, se that the one authority
shall administer all rural and developmental
activities. I presume members have had
some experience of the unsatisfactory man-
ner in which business may sometimes be
done under existing conditions, by virtue
of the faet that the Agricultural Bank, when
dealing with linhilities or the zale of prop-
erties, have frequently no knowledge re-
carding the wire or wire netting advances
on such properties, nor yet of the liabilities
to the Lands Department. That applies
particularly with regard to repurchased
estates. I had thought of including the
administration of the Lands Repurchase
Act, but I found that cireumstances made
it impossible, and I had to leave that out,
I found that it constitutes a distinet ae-
tivity of the Lands Department, and I eculd
ot bring it within the scope of the
functions of the Agricultural Bank Com-
missioners.  But transactions nnder the
Wire and Wire Netting Aet ¢an be trans-
ferred to the control of the commissioners,
and all such transactions will be amalga-
mated or eonsolidated into the general ae-
counts, so that clients of the Agrienltural
Bank will know just what their habilities
amel  obligations are. An  instance was

usual
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brought under my notice in which a settler
purchased a property from the Bank, and,
some three months later, he received a
hill from the Lands Department for an
amount equal to that for which he had
hought the property. He had been under
the imnpression that he had purchased the
bloek outright from the Bank and had no
idea that there were liabilities to the Lands
Department or under the Wire and Wire
Netting Aet. That sort of thing has oe-
curred more than once. So lar as 1 eam,
I have endeavoured to bring all these liabil-
ities under the one authority, who shall ba
responsible for the collection of all dues in
respeet of such liabilities. The eommis-
sioners will also take over all special ac-
tivities in connection with rural industries,
which the (overnor, from time to time,
may entrust to them. Members will note,
however, that there is an added qualifiea-
tion to that power, namely, that the com-
missioners shall not take over any specinl
settlements against their wishes. The
point has been commented upon not only
by the Royal Commission that inquired into
the affairs of the Agricultural Bank, but in
this House and elsewhere, that the trustees
of the Bank have been compelled to malke
advances in regions to which they were
personally opposed and, having being com-
pelled to do so, they should be relieved from
ail personal responsihility. The Bili pro-
vides that the commissioners will not be
expected to enter into any such schemes
against their wishes, In these difficult
times we should not be expecied to
consider amy  extension of the agrieul-
tural industry. If there must be any
such extension in the futurve, it will be
in difficult country, and the commissioners’
opinions should he consnlted. TIn the event
of Governments desiring to establish zpeecial
settlements, they must ¢reate some separate
nuthority, or give the commissioners of the
Agriculfural Bank some guarantee against
possible losses.

Hon. C. G, Latham: We have had that
experience hefore, of farming arens heinz
established where subsequently the settlers
got into diffienlties and their affairs were
then handed over to the Bank.

The MINISTER FOR ULANDS: Yes.
Should a Government insist upon pursuing
a policy of further land development, the
wishes of the eommissioners of the Bank
must he eonzulted first. Should they re-
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fuse to endorse the policy, and the Govern-
ment insist upon proceeding with it, the
Government must guarantee the commis-
sioners of the Bank against any liability.
Under those civeumstances, Parliament and
alsv the Government concerned will take
their proper respective shares of the re-
sponsibility. At the same time, the com-
missioners will be allowed to act entirely
within their rights. Under the Bill, power
is given to the connnissioners to borrow
money, with the eoasent of the Governor,
on the secarily of the Bank’s assets. I
may say that at present I do not regard
some of the assets us very sound.

Hon, . (i, Latham: Then this provision
means that the commissioners will be able
to borrow once only.

The MTNISTFR FOR LANDS:
onece?

Hon. C, (i. Latham: They will have to
aive n morigage.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: They are
to issue deleninres.

Hon. C. G. Tatham: We ought to know
what vou intend.

Why

The MINISTER ¥FOR LANDS: And
members will know: T cannot deal with

evervthing at onece. Power is also given to
the commissioners to engage and dismiss offi-
cers and servants; to inquire into the snit-
ability of any district or fand for rural de-
velopment, and as to the advisability of
making advances on sueh serurity under the
Bill. Thev are also given power, with the
approval of the Treasurer, to suspend or
postpone payment, and, with the conzent of
the Governor, to relense payvment of the
whole or any portion of the indebtedness
nf anv bhorrower from the Bank or from
any of the transferred activities—the Tn-
dustries Assistance Board, the DNischarged
Soldiers’ Land Settlement Board, or the
Wire and Wire Netting Aet. The commis-
sioners are empowered to join in, or be
hound by, any mutual scheme, arrangement,
or composition between any such herrower
and his erveditors for the adjustment of his
alfairs. The commissioners will have power
to appnint valuers with general or local
knowledge, for the purpose of advising
them in regard to anv application to sus-
pend, postpone or release payment of any
advance. Then again, the eommissioners
will have the eustomary power to expend
money in order to provide suitable premises
or ruarters for officers. A resime of the
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powers of the commissioners is contained in
Clause 6. Members will netice that the
clavnse eommenees with the words, “subject
to this Act, the commissioners have power”
to do certain things. The various powers
enunaerated in Clause 6 will be found elabor-
ated in parts of the Bill that deal more
specificalty with those particular matters.
A reference is made in the marginal notes
to assist mewbers to turn up the appropri-
ate division or part of the Bill referring to
any pavtieular power c¢onferred on the com-
missioners, and 1 hope that will make mat-
ters more simple for them in dealing with
the measure. The commissioners will have
power to re-value all the Bank’s securities,
and the Covernor, on the recommendation
of the Treasurer, may grant rclief from the
liahility to the Treasury. This is not in-
tended as a general invifation te a raid on
the Treasury, but the eommissioners must
have this power.

Hon. C. G, Latham: It will he regarded as
an invitation and will have to be availe.!
of, too.

The Minister for Justice: Then it will be
received sympathetieally.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Any such
reliet must be with the approval of the
Treasurer. In such a vital matter, the Trea-
surer, of course, must be consulted. The
CGiovernor may also, on the recommendation
of the Treasurer, suspend the liability of
the commissioners in respect of any sure
or sums forming part of such indebtedness,
and grant the commissioners relief from
interest payments to the Treasury during
such period of suspension. The funds of
the commissioners, for the purpose of the
administration of this measure, shall he as
appropriated by Parliament, and such
othor money as the commissioners may hor-
row under the separate provisions of the
Bill. After the commencement of this mea-
sure, no further monev will be borrowed bv
the Finance and Development Board. Mem-
bers know that under that board the Gov-
ernment were able to borrow £473,000 from
the Commonwealth Bank. As T have stated.
no further money is to he horrowed in that
respect, and that will give effect to one of
the recommendations of the Roval Commis-
sion. It has been deemed necessary, how-
ever, to make special provision in the Bill
to salegnard the position of the Common-
wealth Bank with recard to the security
ziven to the Bank by the Finance and De-
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velopment Board, There are various re-
ferences in the Bill to this matter, and the
commissioners are bound to keep up the
contributions to the sinking fund for the
liquidation of the old indebtedness of ihe
Finance and Development Board.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And if they cannov?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It will
be a first charge on the securities. The Bill
also distinetly provides that the loan dae
by the Finance and Development Board to
the Commonwealth Bank is to take prece-
dence over all other loans. Al borrowings,
il any, by the eommissioners, shall he guar-
anteed by the State. The assets of the
commissioners shall comprise, hroadly speak-
ing, all those assets of the Agitculiural
Bank, the Industries Assistance Board, and
the Discharged Soldiers’ Land Settlement
Board, which were grouped up ai the time
of the passing of the Finance and Devel-
opment Act, and vested in the Finance and
IYevelopment Board., They also comprise ad-
vances made under the Group Settlers” Ad-
vinees Aet, advanees due in eonnection with
gpecial settlements, and wire netting ad-

vances under the Wire and Wire Net-
ting  Act, 1926. It is 'proposed to
give the commissioners full power over
their staff. There will he no divided
departinents, and the commissioners will
have  ahsolute power of  discipline,
which I am afraid has hbeen lacking

in some instances; particalarly when officers
of the bank who are collectors of interest
can themselves owe the bank thousands of
pounds of inferest arrears which they have
fatled to pav; and when an officer of the
hank ecan engage in transactions by which
he revalues land, inereasing immensely the
area of first-clasg land in favour of a per-
son in whom he is interested; and when it
can happen that an officer’'s wife comes in
as a partner; and when, the trustees refus-
ing to advance more than £300, advances
can he made, on the recommendation of
officers up to the sum of £1,000 in one year.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Ts not that case sub-
Judice?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It was
hroughi bhefore the Royal Commissioners,
and they regarded it as most unsatisfactory
that the improvements effected did not cor-
respond with the advances made. The
officer coneerned remained in the service of
the hank for two vears afterwards, and was
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retived only when the trustees heard of the
transactions from the Royal Commissioners,
In another case the Royal Commission found
that a distriet inspector was “under the
Dog Act,” and utterly incapable of carry-
ing out bis work. Secarcely necessary to say,
they found in that officer’s district a very
loose condition of affairs, and that in at
least one instance all the plant had been
stolen from a farm recently vacated. When
this was bronght to the notice of the officer,
he laughed and said it was a common prac-
tice. The Royal Commission drew my atten-
tion to it and drew the attention of the
trustees to the officer’s conduct, and in con-
sequence he was Immediately dismissed.
Quite naturally the trustees are not aware
of these things happening in the country,
for how can the Managing Trostee with his
great responsibilities know of these details?
And hecanse of their circumstances, how can
the other trustees know of them?

Mr, Stubbs: But what are the district
officers doing?
" The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Some of
the distriet officers require to be diseiplined,
for no doubt there is a great looseness in
the country administration, I have never
gone into the country but I have had such
instances placed before me by loeal people;
and when I have made personal inquiries at
the bank, I have found that the trustees
were quite nnaware of the conditions the
subject of the complaint. I found an extra-
ordinary position in one country distriet,
A man was regarded by the bank as of very
good type, but in the light of certain trans-
actions of which T heard I could not regard
him as a good client. T asked for a precis
of that man’s file, and I found it as different
from the general conception of him as biack
is from white. He was not of good type any
longer. When I showed the facts to the
trustees they said they had no knowledge
of them. Nor had they, for how could they
get such knowledge? But I had heard re-
ports of this settler, and so I wanted to
know what sort of man he was. A number
of members knew of him and, regarding
him as a good client, were surprised when
it was proved to them that he was a very
poor client and a poor example in the dis-
trict. I am convinced that the bank com-
missioners must be able to travel around
the eountry and inguire into the adminis-
tration. They will then have a grip of the
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position and the administration will be
more satisfactory. At present it is not pos-
sible for the trustees to get a proper grasp
of what is happeping in the country, be-
eause they have little personal contaet. 1In
my own, oftice, when I am embarrassed by
sections of the farming industry, I have not
time to give personal attention lo some
aspeets of settlement, and so T am likely to
make blunders hecaunse for the time T am
Iacking the personal touch. That is why
I want the commissioners and bank officials
to have personal evniact with the countey
administration, One of the bonk’s inspee-
tors owes a large sum of money in interest
arrears, and in addition he has made ad-
vances for work that was not done.

Mr. Stubhs: Ts he still in the service of
the bank?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.

The Minister for Justice: Is he still there?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, he
is still there,

Hon. C. G. Latham: Why was he not dis-
missed when he made advanees for improve-
ments that had not been carried cut?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T do not
know.

Hon. C. G, Latham: It is vour duty to in-
quire.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I got
this information when the Royal Commis-
sion starfed their investigations. The trus-
tees should know all about it. If is their
job. He is their officer, not mine. Again, I
have no power to dismiss any officer of the
bank, not even an office boy, nor have T
power to appoint one. The previous Gov-
ernment appointed an officer to an import-
ant position in the bank, and personally I
do not think he is capable of filling that
position. Yet T have no power to remove
him.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And the Bill is fo
get rid of him,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, he
eamnot be got rid of.

Hon. €. G. Latham: 1 say this piece of
legislation is for that purpose.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is for
a lot of things.

Hon. C. G- Latham: No doubt.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Bat it
is not for that purpose, and the hon, mem-
ber is not showing much fairness in suggest-
ing it. Does he think the Bill has been in-
troduced merelv to dispose of a minor offi-
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cer? That must be for the new commis-
sioners. The Bill provides that if a trans-
ferred officer at anv time ceases to ba em-
ployed by the commissioners by reason of
the abolition of his office by the commis-
sioners, he shall be eligible for and shall be
appointed to any vacancy in the Pnblic Ser-
vice, not lower in classification and salary
than that which he held as an offlicer of the
commissioners. One objeet of the Bill is
that the staff shall be removed from the con-
trol of the Public Service Commissioner and
placed under the direct control of the bank
commissioners, but the officers’ existing
rights shall be preserved to them under the
Public Serviee Act. I hope the Leader of
the Opposition will not view the Bill from
the aspect he indicated, because I am not
out to do an injury to any man or his fam-
ily. T may have my own opinions about
certain appointments which may appear to
me as a waste of money, but I am not out
to injure any man or his family. As much
seandal has resulted from the faet that
olticers and their wives have been able fo
barrow from the bank, and that the interest
on money advanced to these officers is some
thousands of pounds in arrvears, it iz pro-
vided that in future no member of the stail
or wife of any officer shall be eligible to ob-
tain any advances under this Aet.

Hon. C. G, Latham: That is perfectly
right.

Mr. Marshall: Why is it right; why should
they not ohtain advances?

Mr, Stubhs: It is open to suspicion.

Mr. Marshall: Members of Parliament
can get advaneces, so why should not the
officers?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Members
of Parliament should pay_their interest. I
find that some afficers in the past have had
power to recommend advanees to their own
wives, and have done so, and have failed
to collect the interest from their wives.
Members of Parliament cannot do that.
Moreover, the relationship of the officers to
the bank is not the relationship of members
of Parliament to the bank.

Mz Marshall: But there were other men
over those officers fo see that they did their
job, or got out.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In view
of the experience the trustees have had, I
think this provision is very desirable As
I have already stated, the commissioners
will take over the administration of the In-
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dustries Assistance Aet, 1915 and 1931, the
Discharged Soldiers’ Settlement Aet and its
amendments, the Group Settlemen{ Aect,
1925, the Group Settlers' Advances Act,
1923, and the Wire and Wire Netting Aect,
1926. Advances may he made by the com-
missioners to persons engaged in rural in-
dustry on the security of such land, to en-
able the settler to effect improvements, to
purchase plant and machinery, to erect a
dwelling house, to enable the farmer to put
his land to better use or advantage, or for
any purpose for which in the opinion of the
cotnmissioners it is necessary or desirable
to make an advance to conserve the secur-
ity of the commissioners. The maximum
that may be loaned is £2,000, but where the
advance 1s required for improvements, not
more than 70 per cent. of the cost is to be
advanced. The fact that the bank has been
advaneing up to 100 per cent. for improve-
ments has resulied in much speeulation with
bank funds, and in my opinion has been
responsible for much of the weakness in
settlement occasioned during the last ten
vears.

Mr. Doney: Do you mean 70 per cent.
of the value of the improvements or of the
seeurity ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Where
on advanee is reguired for improvements,
70 per eent. of the value will be provided
by the Bank, and the settler, by his own
efforts, will be expected to supply 30 per
cent. Thus there will not be a repetition
of the speculation in Bank funds which
happened in the good years and which was
responsible for the abandonment of many
farms immediately the assistance eceased.
When a man puts his own labour or money
inte a proposition, he will take greater in-
terest in it. That iz more likely to make
for sound and permanent settlement. Where
advances are required for stock and plant,
the commissioners will be empowered to ad-
vance up to the full value of the stock and
plant. 1 regard that as fair in the eir-
rumstances.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Without any limit?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Up to
£2,000—the maximum that the Bank may
advance for all purposes. The only gde-
parture from existing conditions made hy
the Bill is that 70 per cent. will be advanced
for improvements and the settler will be
axpeefed to provide the other 30 per cent.
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flon. P, D. Ferguson: Is that the maxi-
inum percentage that they will be allowed
te advance?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
maximum advance will be £2,000, the same
amount as at present.

My, Stubbs: That amount has been ex-
cecded in many instances.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And
it may be exceeded under this measure.
An exception has been provided with re-
gard to the maximum limit of £2,000 that
the commissioners will be empowered to
advance. Arising out of the recommen-
dalions of the Royal Comimission, it may
bz necessary to advance moneys to a set-
tler to enable him to change over from
wheat to shaep farming, or to undertake
mixed farming; or it may be necessary to
amalgamate holdings. In those cases it is
coneeivable that it would he absolutely nee-
essary to exceed the £2,000 limit, heecause
many of the farmers affected are already
indebted to the full extent. A safegmard
has been inserted, namely, that Executive
Conuneil approval will be necessary before
the linit of £2000 may be exceeded.

My, Stubbs: That is a wise provision.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Loans
must be applied for the purpose for whieh
they are approved. If the loans are not so
applied, the commissioners may refuse to
pay any further instalments of the advanee
and may at once call up the whole of the
money already advanced. Repayments shall
be made half-yearly, or by such instalments
as may be prescribed by the commissioners,
provided that the prineipal instalments
shall commence not later than 10 years
after the date of the advance, and that the
period over which the advance shall be re-
payable shall not exceed 20 vears, but
nothing shall prevent the borrewer, if he
so desires, from paying off the amount ad-
vaneed at any time.

My, Stubbs: How ean the commissioners
expeet to collect any money from farmers
in the middle of the vear? Tf is ridien-
lous. :

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: Tnterest
must he paid half-vearly. Where any in-
terest iz due by a horrower, ar where any
instalment or principal or interest has heen
refunded to a horrower, or where any ad-
vance has been made by the commissioners
other than to effeect permanent improve-
ments or to purchase plant and stock, a
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statutory charge shall be taken in priority
te all other encumbrances upon what may
be termed the major produce of the farm,
but only for one year's interest. It is
also provided that the comumnissioners inay,
at any time, agree in writing with any bor-
rower, or with any ecreditor of any hor-
rower, to waive such statutory charge,
wholtly or in part, in any case where, in
thetr opinion, it is desirable to do so. It
a farmer can obtain credit clsewhere and
the commissioners think it is desirable that
he should de so, they may waive their right
to the statutory charge.

Hon. C. ¢. Latham: Does that mean that
the eommissioners’ lien would be the auto-
matie one operating under the existing Aet?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
Regarding the enforcement of securities,

the House will fnd that there s
very little difference  Detween the
clauses in the Bill and the provisious
of the existing law, One of the

most important features of the Bill is that
providing for the suspension of instalinent
payments, the writing down of over-capital-
ised properties, nnd the consolidation of ze-
curities.  Where the commissioners are
satisfied that the borrower is unable to mest
his indebtedness and any inferest with re-
spect thereto, they may, subject to the eon-
sent of the Treasurer and if they are satis-
fied thai the borrower is deserving of assis-
lanee, taking inte eonsideration the personal
equation, suspend or postpone paymeng cf
the whole or any portion of the indebtedness
of the borvower, as they think fit. During
the period of such suspension, the commis-
sioners may relieve the borrower from pay-
ment of all interest on the suspended
amount, but the suspension shall be re-
viewed by the commissioners from time to
time and at least once in every two years.
The commissioners may require all other
creditors to enter info agreement for the
suspension or postponement of their ¢laims.
Previous to making any suspension of the
liahilities, the commissioners may require all
other rreditors of the borrower, sceured or
unseenred, to enter into a mutually binding
arrangement for the suspension or postpone-
ment of their claims on such terms and con-
ditions as the commissioners may econsider
reasonable.  Clients of the Agricultural
Bank have many other credifors, Private
banks hold seecond mortrages over 1,300 of
the Agricultural Bank’s seeurities. I not-
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iced that the chairman of the Associated
Banks in Victoria, Mr. O'Sullivan, made a
public statement during the Federal elee-
tions about the great loss sustained by the
Agricultural Bank of Western Australia
owing to political influence, but he did not
make any refercnee to the fact that, bad
as soule of our securities were, those of the
Associated Banks must be worse, inasmuch
as 1,500 of our securities are under second
mortgage to private banks.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I wonder whether
the private banks will dispense with the
services of some of their managers in this
State?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Why
should thev?

Mrv. Patrick: For bad business,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Thev
may have dispensed with some of them.
Many of our unfortunate farmers were
chased by the banks and urged to accept
credit that they did not really need. Many
farmers and others are in difficulties He-
cause bank managers induced them to ac-
cept loans whicl, hut for persuasion, they
would not have aecepted.

Mr. Seward: Some of the banks.

Mr. Stubbs: And then they put the gun
into the farmers.

The MINISTER FQR LANDS: When'

the depression eame, the banks wanted their
cash,

Hon. C. G. Latham: They have only sec
ond mortgagzes instead of first mortgages.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Al the
smine, they wanted their cash.

Hon. C. G. Latham: They cannot get it
very easily.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In some
instances, where they held first mortgages,
they wanted their cash. On the other hand,
I know many cases that have come before
the Farnters’ Debis Adjustment Board in
which the chief creditor is a private
bask and is instrumental in carrying the
farmer on. In many instances the banks
ave still carrying the farmers on. T regard
this power proposed to be given to the com-
missioners as the first step to rehabilitate
the industry. But the Bill goes further.
Tt provides that where the commissioners
are satisfied that the value of any seeurity
or secnrities vested in them under this mea-
sure is insufficient to cover the aggregate
amount due by any horrower, and there is
no veasanahle likelihood of the seecurities
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appreciating in value so as to cover the
liahilities, and the beorrower is deserving of
ag<istance, the commissioners may, subject io
the consent of the Treasurer and with the
approval of the Governor, write off and re-
duce the aggregate indebtedness of the far-
mer to such sum as the commissioners con-
sider the security may reasonably he ex-
pected to earry. I helieve that the Leader
of the Opposition, when discussing the rve-
port of the Royal Commission on the Agri-
cultural Bank, stated that no property was
over-capitalised.

Hon. C, G. Latham: T did not say that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
oember should look up “Hansard.” I have
no desire to be wnfair, but he spoke about
the average capitalisation.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That is so.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We are
not dealing with average capitalisation.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I was not dealing
with individuals.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Some
individuals have a very low capitalisation.
Hon. C. G. Latbam: I guoted the figures
for each distriet. .
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T in-
tend to quote figures also, fizures relating

to the hon. member's distriet.

Hon. C. @. Latham: Quote some of the
good ones as well.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
15 no need to quote the good accounts.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You would not sav
anything about them?

The MINISTER TFOR LANDS: The
good aceounts would not be over-capitalised
properties. The hon. member haz a good
property.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Thank goodness I
am nobt under the Bank.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
regrettable because the hon. member would
be a good elient.

Mr. Marshall: Then the Bank Lrustees
did show some discretion.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You do not suggest
[ am unaware that there are had accounts
under the Agricuitural Bank that will never
be paid.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member stated that the average liability was
not very great, that the trustees had encount-
eved great difficulties, and that much of the
eriticism levelled at the trustees by the Royal
Commission was not fair.
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Mr. Sampson: Losses are inevitable.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The Speaker will not,
permit me to quote “Hansard’; otherwise
I would do so.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Refer-
ences to settlers’ liabilities will be quite per-
tinent hecause we are dealing with the ques-
tion of over-capitalisation, and into that the
personal equation enters. If the Bruce Rock
district, the electorate of the Leader of the
Opposition, ene property has a lishility with
the Bank of £4,684, and the estimated valua
is mueh less than the Bank eapitalisation.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That amount was not
advanced; that is the present liahility.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1With in-
terest and acerued interest.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Yes, the liability, not
the advanece.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Another
has a liability of £4,200. According to the
file, the settler is a fair worker but lacks
method, with the result that his farming
operations are not carried out in their sea-
sonal periods. That settler will never make
good and in any case the capitalisation

"makes his prospects hopeless. Another set-
tler who has a capitalisation much in excess
of the value has been operating under the
Farmers’ Debts Adjustment Act. He owes
a lot of tnoney to the department, and
in addition to other liabilities, there is
an  amount of approximately £1,000
owing to the Bank of New Bouih Wales.
As to the personal eguation, the settler
lacks sting und has no desive to make good.
Here is another case: The liability of the
settler is £5,700 and the property is valued
at £3,500. As to the personal eguation, the
settler is a good worker and a good farmer.
IIe took over the property five years ago.
It was then over-capitalised, and now the
proposition is hopeless.

Mr, Stubbs: What action did the trustees
take when these reports came in?

Hon. C. G. Latham: What could they do?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I asked
for these reports, and do not know that the
trustees saw them, Here is another case:
the settler purchased the property six
years ago. He took over an Industries As-
sistance Board debt as well as the bank
mortgage. The indebtedness on the pro-
perty was very heavy. With the slump in
wheat prices he dropped still further De-
hind, and appears to be in a hopeless posi-
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tion,  The liability on the property is
£4,000, and the value of his erop last year
was £250. I should regard that as an abso-
lutely hopeless case. The whole of his crop
last year was insufficient to pay the interest.

Mr. Mann: The previous man would
probably have done well if priees had kept
up.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The pro-
perty was too highly eapitalised when he
tock it over. He came here with a few
thousand pounds, the slump got him, and
that was the end of him. Here is another
case: The settler has a wife and two child-
ren. He is a fair worker, but what with
heavy eapitalisation and other difficulties his
chances of winning out are remote, Here
is another property whieh is overloaded
with a second mortgage of £2,000 with the
Bank of New South Wales, plus arrears
of interest, The settler is now thoroughly
disheartened and only ecropped 250 acres
last year. Here is a case of another whose
liabilities are £5,467: In addifion to being
a poor farmer he is thoroughly disheart-
ened, and repossession must eventuate, I
have ten instances from every district, com-
prising proup settlers, soldier setilers
and other settlers. The same tale is told at
every place. Tere and there the liahility
on a property is as high as £8,000. In many
cases the settlers are good mern, but are in
a hopeless position through over-capitalisa-
tion. In other cases the personal eguation
is poor. There are instances of properties
that are known to be incapable of produe-
ing crops. During the last 20 years quite
a lot has become known about Western
Australia, We have tried ont most of the
wheat-growing lands, and much of the
South-West. A lot of the country suifers
from physical soil weaknesses, or some ele-
ment that makes payable crops impossible.
[ know of one property in a remote distriet
on which the liability is nearly £7,000. I
shonld regard the position of the settler
as hopeless, because he does not get more
than four or five bushels to the aere.

Mr. Stubbs: What is the area of such
places?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: From
about 1,000 to 1,500 acres. It has been the
policy of the State and the hank to carry
on people from year to year, advaneing
money and helping them in the hope that
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they will eventually make good, if nof the
Following year, perhaps the year after. And
g0 things have gone on for many years, and
now we have to face the position. The
Lender of the Opposition appears to be in
a hostile frame of mind vegarding this
legislation.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I am annoyed that
you should charge me with things I have
not done,

The MINISTER TOR LANDS: Then I
apologise to the lion. member. Members of
this ouse have had a lot of experience of
various parts of the State. They move
amongst the settlers, and they know the
position is as T have set it out. The com-
missioners may adjust the payment of such
indebtedness over such period as they think
fit, and where there are several seeurities
carrying varying rates of interest they may
fix a uwniform rate of interest fo be paid
by the borrower. Prior to doing this,
and as a condition to making any
reduction or adjnstment, the eommissioners
may require the other creditors of the bor-
rowers, whether secured or unsecured, fo
enter into a mutually hinding scheme for the
reduction and adjustment of their claims on
sueh terms and condifions as the commis-
sioners consider reasonable. That puts the
onus and responsibility on the other fellow.
There are creditors who think that soma
day they may get all their money. Unless
they face the position, there may come a
day when they will lose all their money. It
is hoped that the other ereditors will be in-
dueced to come into the scheme, and that
-they will be able to make some arrangement
by which their claims will be reduced also,
in order that the settler may he put upon a
sound basis.

Mr. Sampson: An inercase in price would
save some of the farmers.

Mr. Stnbbs: Some ereditors have heen
waiting for 20 vears. They gof nothing out
of the Tndustries Assistance Board and have
not much hope of ever getting anything at
all. :

Mr. Patrick: Have there not heen cases
in which the Bank has disposed of pro-
perties, and@ the ereditors have got nothing?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, but
if a person takes a second or a third mort-
gage he iz aware of the risk.

r. Patrick: I am referring to outside
creditors.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The out-
side creditors have also taken the risk. If
a creditor gives credit f{o a person, and
knows that some other person has a prior
claim upon the individual's assets, he knows
the risk he is taking, and he takes that risk
with his eyes open.

Mr. Patrick: There is a temptation for
the bank to acecpt a tender that will only
cover its own indebtedness.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It may
be necessary for the commissioners, in de-
termining whether or not there shall be a
writing down or suspension, to employ ex-
pert assistance. They may appoint valuers

“ with loecal knowledge of the country.

Mr. Stubbs: That is very sound.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
commissioners will have power to examine
witnesses on oath. This is a very necessary
power, if proper information is to be ob.
tained on which to hase a valuation. They
will be able, by taking evidence on oath, to
ascertain those statements which are re-
liable and arrive at the facts that are neces-
sary in investigations of this kind. I remem-
ber a statement being made to a Royal Com-
mission some three years ago fhat wheat
could not be prown at less than 5s. a bushel.
Now it is said that 3s. 4d. would be all right.
Statements -are often exaggerated. If the
commissioners take evidence on oath eon-
cerning the value of properties and the pos-
sihle production they will be in a position
to make a thorough investigation. One of
the recommendations of the Royal Commis-
sion was that the security should be consoli-
dated. This position has been gone into.
Whilst it is easy to make such a suggestion,
it is very difficult to accomplish it in prac-
tice.

Hon, C. (. Latham: The legal mind ought
to have known that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T sup-
pose he did know.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I think he knew a
lot more than he said.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1t is im-
possible of accomplishment, because of se-
cond mortgages.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Of course.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But
wherever it is possible it will be done. The
commiszioners should be able to.consclidate
many securities. At all events, the commis
sioners will consolidate the accounts in the
hooks, where convenient and practicable, and
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steps will be taken to establish one security
for all the indebtedness.

Mr. Stubbs: That will do away with a
lot of cleriecal work.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
The provisions in regard to aecounts and
audif are similar to those found in the exist-
ing legislation. Some essential differences,
however, are made in the Bill. It has been
specifieally provided that in the furnishing
of the halance sheet the commissioners shall
show all contingent liabilities, and make
due allowance for all debts or depreciated
securities. This will obviate the evil which
has grown up over a number of years, and
which invited the strong eriticism of the
Royal Commission. I refer to the carrying
forward of large accumulations of arrears
of interest that were unrecoverable. A new
provision in the Bill provides for the
furnishing of an analysed ecash account.
A cash account is regarded as a good
barometer of bnsiness operations. This
aecount will enahble Parliament to see
exactly what eash in each year the com-
raissioners have had, and how that cash has
been disposed of. I regard sueh an account
as the only reliable barometer. It is the
practice in aceountaney to take into revenue
debts and interest that are never collected],
and to produce a statement showing this
money as having been received. I under-
stand that is the proper practice, but if we
all followed it, T am sure we would never
know where we stood. As ordinary men in
Pariiament we must know just what are the
receipts and expenditure from year to year.
[f the bank makes a loss, Parlinment must
provide the money, as it should know all
about the eirenmstances. A new provision
with regard to the amdit is inserted, and
this provides that the Bank may have con-
tinuously employed internal auditors.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That used to be the
case.

The MINISTER TFOR LANDS: Ves,
during the term of office of the hon. mem-
ber, and is now the practice. It will be
the law for the future. Following on the
recommendation of the Royal Commission
it is provided that a definite officer from thz
staff of the Auditor General shall be as-
signed to aundit the commissioners’ opera-
tions. That officer will be bound to make
reports to his superior, the Auditor Gen-
eral, and in turn the Aunditor General is
bound to forward aceounts and any com-
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ments he thinks necessary to the Minister
before they are tabled. With regard to
offences and penalties, these will be those
that are usually provided. I commend the
Bill to the House, because I think its pro-
vistons will meet existing circumstances to
a great extent, 1t is the first step towards
rehabilitation. Under the Farmers’ Debts
Adjustment Act Amendment Bill that will
shortly be inireduced, I hope to secure the
consent of Cabinet to a provision that the
Director shall make some propoesition to
the creditors with regard to debts that are
not due by elients of the Agricultural Bank,
that is, debts due by settlers to other insti-
tutions. If the State enters upon this work
of liquidation and eonsolidation, other insti-
tutions should also play their part. This
legislation provides the machinery for the
purpose. The State has its limitations, It
is not a rich State, and our difficulties are
great because the State has carried the bulk
of the developmental expenditure. And here
is where the Commonwealth (Government
ean ¢ome in; the machinery is provided by
which help ean be given. If the Common-
wealth Government are sincere with re-
spect to the promise they made just prior
the last Federal elections, it will be possible
to get snbstantial relief for the farmer, and
we are providing the machinery by which
the Federal Government can come in im-
mediately.

Mr. Stubbs: Did not the Federal! Gov-
ernment promise help in connection with
the 3,500 farms scheme?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
did, and that matter is now being taken up
with them. I have put on record my im-
pression of the interview which fook place
in the Premier's room with Mr. Guan and
Sir Charles Nathan, Referring to the agri-
cultural industry in this State the position
of many settlers is hopeless, as indicated
by our reports, and without admitting that
the State is responsible for their liabilities,
we know we have to face the position if
an attempt is to be made to put the indus-
try on a sound basis. The Government ad-
mit that the need of relief is genuine, and
submit this legislation to the House in the
hope that it will be favonrably received by
all members. Before I conelude, T wish to
say a few words about the possihilities of.
reconstruction. In the process of that re-
construction this legislation will he of very
great value. I turn first to the group set-
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tlements in the south. It is very difficult
for any administration to carry on a de-
finite policy, and it becomes more dillicult
as some settiers make progress whilst others
make none. The Government have pro-
vided land, stock and equipment, and we
are stitl giving a fair measure of assistance
which is not charged to the hank at all. This
comes out of the funds provided by this
House under the Agriculiural Developwent
Vote. Since the revaluation of the groups,
no less a sum than £270,000 has been ad-
vanced to the settlers. Hon. members are
aware that the rate of interest paid by
group settlers is infinitesimal. The position
has to he faced, because this year we have
made further advances for the purchase of
superphosphate. These advances wiil he =
further charge upon the security of the
land and the plant. Frankly, however, it
is only a chavge beeause it does not appear
that the securities have sufficient valne io
meet the advances, Tn the group scttlements
we are in danger of creating a privileged
section. The Bank does not provide for any
other ¢lient in the same way ns it does the
groups, and now our diffienlties are zreater
because other clients complain of unfair
treatment., They write and state, “Those
people get this consideration and that, and
we get nothing.”

Hon. C. G, Latham: And they ean sell
their goods cheaper than the man who is
paving his way.

Mr. J. H. Smith: In buying superphos-
phate, they are endeavouring fo an cxtent
to maintain their security.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That will
not bring in any interest. It means expen-
diture all the time. T know there are many
setflers in the group areas who, despite
their present pessimistic outlook, would
make good if it were not for the fecling that
the properties may never be their own. In
some cases they pay o portion of the inter-
est, but they find the arrears aceruing vear
after year. In the propesed legislation, the
Commission will have power to give to thoze
people a hope. To the man who wants to
make good, they can say, “We can suspend
interest or re-value the security; now the
futare is in your own hands.” The settler
who does not respond must not he
further maintained. T have no doubt there
are many good settlers who will take ad-
vantage of the opportunity that will thus
be afforded them. I shall always resist any
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attempt to cxploit the State and the tax-
payer, hut there are diffienlties which mu-t
he recognised, and those difficulties ure an
aspeet of seftlement which the Commission
will have (o tace. At the Roval Show re-
cently, 1 met a scttler from the Busselton
area, 1 mman whe has always paid his inter-
est, and an admirable and fine type of set-
tler. Though he has alwavs paid his inter-
est, he ts getting disheartened. He said 1o
me, “Is there any hope of our ever own-
ing our propertics?”  That man ought to
be helped, and in the Bill T am submittine
the Ciovernment are giving him thnt expec-
tation. Coming now to the Esperance di--
trict: there will have to be considerable -
construction in that part of the State. Moew-
bers are aware that we have experienced
eonsidernble difficulty in the Esperance
areas, Tt has been discovered that exeess
alkali in the soil is to a great extent re-
sponsible for the condition existing there.
Their soills are totally different from the
#0ils in the wheat belt. The Lands Depart-
ment has token the first step towavds re-
classifying those areas. Dr. Teakle and his
officers have boen engaged on this work for
12 months, and they have been eollaborating
with the Agrieultural Bank. The Bank has
advanced in those arens no less a1 sum than
£502,000, and the interest outstandinT
smounts to £173,000; so there is a total
liability against the settlement of £678,67T.
Last year the interest due was, as T have
said, £175,000, and only (2,262 was col-
lected, equal to 1.28 per cent. The whole
position down there must he faced, and
when the reconstruction takes place there.
it must be on a cropping and grazing hasis.
The Lands Department has taken steps to
convert the areas into grazing farms, and
already in that respect a considerable area
has been classified. Dr. Teakle informed
me, in respect of the classifieation already
completed, extending from Beete fo Cirele
Valley, that ahout 100 amalzamations had
heen designed, and that fairly eomplete in-
formation was available for about 73 of
these units. He also stated that the infor-
mation respecting the area cleared and the
areas of the various grades of soils ineluded,
were leing checked by the Department of
Lands and Surveys. T am speaking now of
the northern section, not the southern see-
tion, of the district, which is not hadly
affected. In the northemn section it iz ap-
parent, to ensure a reazonable chance of
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suceess, the settler must  have a clearing
of at least 3800 acres of fivst-class lsnid,
with an additional area of grazing land.
There must be fencing to permit of the
handling of stock.

Hon. C. G. Latham:
supplies?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The in-
teation is to provide for new clearing and
reconditioning.  fencing,  water supplies,
sheep, lhorses, ete.  All this work will be
[aken in hand by the commissioners. Theve

What about water

1s  also  reconstruction to be undertaken
in the Take Brown arean and similar
couniry. The Roval Commission = re-

ported, and it was also reporfed to me,
that the clearing of morrel country with
funds provided by the Bank largely contri-
buted to the failure of many farmers and
consequent abandonment of the farms, this
state of affairs heing particularly notice-
able in the Kununoppin Agrienltural Bank
distriet, where officers tendered evidence.
THstriet manager Cook stated—

Lake Brown wins settled in 1912 and aban-
doned. This arca was re-opened for settlemant,
and again 20 farms are abandoned. The area
is only suitahle for grazing, being morrel coun-
try—30 per cent. of wy eountry is morrel
country.

Field inspector Eddy said—

I have always been scared of morrel coun-
try. 'Phe settlers have no chanee of succeedl-
ing . ... The average yicld in my distriet
is eight bushels, Somc farmers grow an aver
age of four bushels,

Field officer Austin stated—

The Bank has 59 morrel farms in this dis
triet. The Bank is still advancing money io
keep the men farming there.  The holding of
stock would help the position.

There is a big work of reconstruction ahead
for the commissioners in this country. In
the interests of the State I commend the Bill
to Parliament., 1 hope no member who has
the interests of the country at heart will
oppose the measure merely for the sake of
opposing it. 1 do not suggest thab that will
happen. Houn. members might well grasp
the opportunity here provided by the Bill,
The Government have given most serious
consideration to the whole matter. I as
Minister have for some considerable time
regarded the position of farming in West-
ern Australin as serious. In order to faes
that position, the Government have pro-
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vided the machinery in the Bill. 1f the
Commonwealth Government come in, we are
ready for them. T helieve in this legisla-
tien we can do much towards the reconstrue-
tion of the farming industry in Western
Anstralia, and at the same time advance the
well-being and prosperity of the State. I
move—

That the Bill be uow rend a scecond tima.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [6.3]: 1
move—

That the debaic he adjourved until Tues-
day, the 30tk October.

The Minister for Lands: Oh dear!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Well, you have
had all these months.

Motion (adjournment) put and passed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1934-35.
In Commitiee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr
Sleeman in the Chair.

Vate—Education, £614,000 (partly con-
sidered) :

MR, TONKIN (North-East Fremantle)
[6.5]: I was struek with the moderate tone
in which the Minister, when introducing
this Vote, spoke of the department under
his control. During the year the usual
smooth working of the department has been
somewhat upset, as the result of the frie-
tion that has arisen between the teachers
and the department. 1 thought that pos-
sibly the Minister might take advantage of
this opportunity to fry to put the teachers
in their place because of their having taken
upon themselves to make a protest. The
Minister did not do that, and I eongratu-
late him upon his attitnude. The gesture
which he hag made is one which the teachers
might well reeiproecate by forgetting all
about their protest and getting on with the
normal work of the department. There is
not the slightest doubt, however, that the
teachers had some justification for making
a protest, They were suffering under dis-
abilities which were not common to other
Government servants. They believed that
there was considerable inequality of treai-
ment. Take, for example, the matter of
long service leave. YWhen the salaries of
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the teachers were fized, the Classification
Board took into consideration the fact that
the teachers cnjoyed long service leave. In
effeet the board treated long service leave as
a cash equivalent, and the salaries fixed
were considerably lower than they would
have been in the absence of any long ser-
vice leave. There is no doubt about that
In fact, it was distinetly stated by the Classi-
fication Board.

Mr. Marshall: So the teachers paid for
their own long service leave!

Mr. TONKIN : Under the Financial Emer-
aency Aet the teachers have had to suffer a
20 per cent. reduction of salaries, in the
same way as other Government servants,
and in addition they have had their long
service leave suspended. This, in the light
of what T have just stafed, is equivalent
to inflicting on them a second reduec-
tion in salary. That is unfair, and so
the teachers were not without justification
for making a protest. And that is not the
only trouble. Teachers are expected, ont-
side their ordinary duties, to take groups
of boys and gitls away to sports. I have
done it myself in past years. This involves
the payment of travelling expenses. In
most departments a public servant sent
away on Government business is reimbursed
his travelling expenses. Whenever a teacher
is expected to take a class of bovs away to
cricket or football

Mv, Marshall: Or swimming.

Mr, TONKIN: -~he ineurs travelling ex-
penses, Sometimes these expenses amount
to two or three shillings in one week. The
department refuse to acknowledge any in-
debtedness in that respect, and will not re-
imburse the expenses.

Mr. Pairick: Is this done in school hours?

Ar. TONKIN: Yes, but it often goes be-
vond school hours. 1 have taken hoys fo
play ericket, leaving the school at about two
o’clock, and the match has not conclnded
unfil five o’clock. I never objected to re-
maining there till five; in faet, I enjoyed
the matches; but the enjoyment did not pay
my fares. I did not complain on that score,
but I hold that as it is the practice to pay
the fares of other public servants when
travelling on deparimental work, similar
treatment should be extended to the teachers.

The Minister for Edueation: It is preity
easy work to watch a ericket mateh,
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Mr, TONXKIX: Yes, but there is the ex-
pense involved in taking the team out.
Althougl, as the Minister says, it is easy
work, the hours extend beyond the school
hours. It could easily happen, and I dare-
say it does happen, that a tfeacher would
desire to get away right on time on a sports
day, and that it would not be possible for
him to do s0. To the department the amount
involved is so small as not to be worth argu-
ing _the point about; but to the individual
teacher, on top of other expenses he has
to meet, it is an appreciable amount.

Mr. Wilson: How long has thut heen in
vperation?

Mr. TONKIN: Ever since the icachers
have been taking sport, There must always
Lbe a breaking point, and a protest was
mude. The faet that the teachers have not
profested before shows that they are a
long-suffering body. They used every con-
stitutional method to get the grievance re-
dressed, and only when those methods failed
did they make a protest. I will give the
exart wording of that protest—

No member shall undertake or earry oat
activities in connection with the schools which

do not come within the immedinte terms of his
employment.

The teachers have nof refused to carry out
their ovdinary duties i a thoroughly com-
petent manner. In any case, their work is
subjeet to inspection. They still do what
they are expected by the department to do.
Previously they did a considerable amount
of gratuitous work. Indeed, the amount
of that gratuitous work must have been
very considerable, in view of the storm of
protest which arose when the gratuitous
work stopped.

The Minister for Education: Who pro-

tested? 1 do not think anybody.
Mr., TONEIN: Hon. members shouwld

know that that suggestion is not correet.
Not much bas been heard of the matter in
this Chamber, but in another place some
hon, members whipped themselves into =
condition of fury over it. One hon. mem-
ber elsewhere talked about sacking the
tenchers wholesale, and putting other people
in the places of the teachers who were to
be dismissed. Undouhtedly the cessation of
the gratuitous work of the teachers has
caused a great deal of dissatisfaction among
the people. The Parents and Citizens’ As-
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sociations have done wonderful work. They
have been the means of providing the
schools with a mwmber of things which the
schools would never have had otherwise.

Mr. Patrick: The associations have built
schools in eountry districts, !

Mr, TONKIN: T was uot aware of that,
but 1 do know of my own knowledge that
the associations provided the schools with
many things of great advantage te the
children. For example, some schools have
heen given temnis courts. At least one sehool
has heen supplied with a einematograph, and
the teachers are able to increase the value
of their lessons hy showing films. Members
will realise what n great assistance a film
i, in, for example, a geography lesson.
These ihings have been made possible as
the result of the fine work of the Parents
and Citizens’ Assoeiations; but that work
has depended largely on the co-operation
of the teachers, on gratuitous work done
by the teachers outside their ordinary hours
of duty. The extent to which the assoeia-
tions depended upon the teachers is evi-
denesd by the way in which the work of
the associations has fallen off since the
teachers withdrew. their support. Tet me
instanee what came under my own nofice
in connection with the exeellent work done
by the Cottesloe Parents and Teachers’ As-
sociation. I attended the last fancy dress
ball run by that association, and every mem-
ber of the association to whom I spoke dur-
ing the evening deplored the loss of the
teachers’ assistance. Beecause of that loss,
the ball was not nearly so great a success
as it had proved in former years. Tt was
further stated that if the trouble was not
fised wup, the association would be faced
with the possibility of having to abandon
their work altogether. And that is not the
only instance. I daresay other members
have come across the same thing. It is
patent, therefore, that in the past the
teachers have rendered a large amount of
gratuitous service. The full extent of that
gratuitous serviee is realised only now, when
it has been discontinued. In view of the
fact that attention has been drawn to the
teachers® disabilities, and also in view of
the moderate fone of the lMinister, therc
seems reason to hope that something will
he done to remove those disabilities. The
teachers, having drawn attention to their
plight. will no douht be content to leave It
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to the Government to do the reasonable
thing, which I am sure the Government will
do.

itting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. TONKIN: Prior to the tea adjourn.
ment, I was referring to the trouble that
had arisen between the Education Depart-
ment and the teachers, and to the fact that
a protest had been made. A eontinuanes
of the dissatisfaction has certainly deprived
the children of something they should ger.
I refer to such aectivities as the publie
spenking elasses and the visits to places of
interest that were previously possible and
whieh, since the trouble, have heen cui out
altogether. There is no doubt the children
miss those facilities that they looked for.
ward to and enjoyed with profit. On the
other hand, the teachers themselves are feel-
ing the position and, in private conversa-
tions with a number of them, I aseertained
that thexy were anxious to revert to the
work they were doing previously, heeause
they were just as happy as the children in
the public speaking classes and the visits to
places of interest. The department have
fully recognised the value of the teachers’
work, and that is evidenced in the annual
departmental report. For instance, in the
report for 1933 the Director speaks of the
efficiency and enthusiasm of the teachers
and of time ungrudgingly given. So it is
quite evident that the work of the teachers
has heen thoroughly appreciated. I think
the purpose of the protest has been well
served; attention has been drawn to the
matter, and, in the interesis of the teachers
themeelves, the_children and the State, I
think the protest should be withdrawn, and
we should get back to the smooth yunning
of the department. I hope that end will
be achieved. A perusal of the report of
the Eduecation Department shows that dur-
ing the vear muech good work has been
done nnder difficulties. Mention is made
of the over-crowding of schools and the
inck of equipment. That is a very serfou:
matfer. Take for example, the department
of science. No one will deny that the
teaching of science is absolutely essential
in this age. It is impossible to teach scicnee
withont adequate equipment. Sechools have
not been adequately equipped for the
teaching of science, therefore that
teaching has not been done properly.
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It has been done as well as possible with the
material available, but that is no good. It
must be done adequately and teachers must
have the materia) they require for the sub-
jeet. The same position arises in eonnection
with the teaching of domestic science to girls.
Without hesitation 1 elaim that the taxpayers
of this State ought to be able to demand
domestie seienee training for their girls. Un-
fortunately, some girls to-day do not get any
domesti¢ science training at all, because there
is no accommodation for them in the science
centres.

Mr. Marshall: That is the fivst thing they
should he taught.

Mr. TONKIN : The same applies to
manual training for boys. We believe in
training the hand and the eye, as well as in
providing the children with = theorefieal
knowledge in other branches. I mentioned
last year that a wumber of boys were not
getting any tuition whatever in manuasl train-
ing, although they ought to receive it. The
parent of a boy who is not receiving that
training has a very real grievance. Lef us
say that parent Jones sends his boy to school
and the lad receives manual training. Parent
Brown sends his lad of the same age to
another school, but he does not have manual
training. The parents pay taxes and should
be entitled to similar privileges, but Brown’s
boy is deprived of the opportunity that is
available to Jones’s lad. It may be that
young Brown is suitable only for that class
of work. He may have aptitude in that
direction and yet not have the opportunity
that is available to voung Jones. Every
effort should be made to assure adequate
seience equipment being provided, girls re-
ceiving tuition in domestic science, and
manual training being available to all boys
cligible for it.

Mr. Warner: Throughout the State?

Mr. TONKIN: Yes. 1t is neither fair nor
wise for certain boys and girls to be deprived
of such opportunities. I desire to say a few
words regarding the scholarship system as it
operates in this State, 1 believe that a sys-
tem of scholarships should have a definite
aim. At present we provide scholarships for
bovs and girls, by way of competitive ex-
aminations, when they reach a certain age.
We provide funds with which to carry on the
education of the snecessful students, but we
do not worry mueh about the positions they
will occupy after they eomplete their train-
ing. Consider what iz done in the realm of
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sport. A school will seleet a number of
ehildren who show promise, say, in tennis.
They give the children special coaching and,
if they display aptitude, some are selected
to represent the school and, later, to take
part in the Slazenger Cup inter-school com-
petition. People well up in the tennis world
are on the lookout for promising juniors,
whom iliex take in hand and provide with
special coaching, with the idea that ultimately
the yvoung plavers may rvepresent the State,
or even the nation, in due vourse, There we
see a definite aim.  There should be some
equally definite aim respecting our scholar-
ships.  The State requires expert engineers,
doetors, ehemists and so forth, and we should
set onrselves out to discover those boys and
wirls who will fill those posjtions in after-
life.

Hon. 1. D. Ferguson: Is that not the
responsihility of parents?

Mr, TONKIXN; No, it i3 both the responsi-
bility of, aml a necessity for, the State,

Hon. . D. Ferguson: The State does not
pick them for sports,

Mr. TONKIN: We require men who will
not waste our money when we place them in
executive positions, but men who will spend
that money to the best advantage. It would
be money well spent by the State if promis-
ing boys and girls were seleeted and trained
from the outset,

My. Patrick: And then they ge abroad and
do not come back.

My, TONKIN: We ean provide against
that.

Mr. Patrick: We have not got the jobs for
them.

Mr. TONKIN: We could also provide
against the death of a boy or girl during the
course of training. The State would have
an insurable interest in them, and could make
the necessary provision accordingly.

Mr, Sampson: The big companies can out-
bid the State and lure the boys nway.

Mr. TONKIX: If the State can be beaten
by ecompanies, it is time we shut up business
altogether. We should look fur these juni-
ors in the primary schools, follow them
through the seecondary sechools, apd make
our selection. We should let the students
know that the State looks upon them as onr
future doctors, chemisis, or State engineers.

Mr, Sampson: And thus promote their
modesty.

Mr. TONKIN: In order that those voung
people shall have their opportunity, the



Sd4

State should provide sulficient money to
educate them, so that they will be fully
equipped for positions that are available,
and then appoint them to those positions.
The State would be well repaid by the eili-
ciency of serviee that would be rendered.
In recent vears, beeause of the continuance
of trade depression, there has been consid-
erable propaganda for the reduction of the
Edueation Vote. I am glad that the Min-
ister has not heeded the ery, but has bnd-
weted this wvear for increased expendituie.
The modern world requires an entirely new
outlook {rom that which obtained a few
years ago. [n rveading through this yeai's
veport of lhe University of Western Aus-
tralia, T was interested and glad to nole
ihat the authorities there appreciate the
position regarding eduvcational reqniremesnts
te-day, 1t is stated in the report that it is not
only neeces<ary to equip the child with know-
ledge, but esgentinl to make the child rve-
ceptive, if that be possible, of new idens.
That is where wueh of our
trouble arvises. Men in important positions
have their minds fixed and they are not re-
ceptive to changing ideas.

Mr. Thorn: Tlo you not think we are gor-
ting too modern?

Mr. TONKEIN: That is a ridienlous inter-
jection,

Miss Holman: He wants to go back a few
bundred years.

Mr. TONKIN: We must adapt our traiz-
ing to new ideas, and not eontinue to edu-
cate the childven in the old stereotyped fa-
shion, making them mevely a replica of past
ages caleulated to carry on in the same old
way, and yet expect a solution of present-
day problems. YWe must give the ehildren
an entirely changed ontlook and make therm
receptive of new ideas. They must he
trained fo use their imagination, which the
member opposite who interjected cannet do.

Mr, Needham: Member or members op-
posite?

Mr. TONKIN: Nowadays children must
be trained to exercise judgment and make
decisions. Whether the decisions be right
or wrong, it is essential that the chiidren
shonld be trained to make them. A good
deal of our trouble to-day is due to the
fact that we have too many people of inde-
eision. To my way of thinking, that is the
new conception of eduecation. We should
not follow the lines that have been pursned
for many years past, but, as T say, we

present-day -
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should train the children (o wse their tinag-
ination and judgment, and teach them 1o
make deeisions.  We must stimulate their
initintive. Tt is nlong those lines that wi
must look Lor the solnfion ol present-day
problems.

Ae. FooC0 T Siith: Would that not be
regimsenting their  minds  respecting many
matters?

Mr. TONKIN: [t would net.
these emds, we need adequate stafiing aml
cquipment. [ realise that the Qovernment,
when Eaceld wiily the necessity to find money
for the BEdueation Department, often lmve
te refuse to do things that everyone knows
ought to be done. T hope (he Minister will
ot Inse sight of the fact that attention must
he miven to those things, and that when
meney i< aviilable, he will see that swficienl
funds  ave secured hy  his  department
so that these objectives may he attained.
Te is not a question whether the State
can afford to do these things; vather is if o
question whether it can afford not to do
them. The Minister made some reference
to what he was pleased to eall the frills of
education. T mmust confess I do nobt know
what the frills of education are. Tt would
be most difficult to get any agreement among
members of the House as to what are the
frills of education. For example, the mem-
ber for Middle Swan (Mr. Hegney) asked
a few moments ago if I thought we ought
to do the same with musiec as we do with
manual training and domestic science. To
some members music would appear fo be n
trill of education, but ohviously not so to
the member for Middle Swan. And so it
is with almost every educational subject.
Some would believe that to teach drawing
is to teach a frill, while others would sav
it was essential in the edueation of every
child. 8o it is with every subject, and so
we find it impossible to get agreement on
any of the subjeets as being frills. What
one man thinks a frill others would regard
as essential. To my thinking there are no
Erills in edueation. The subjects which are
taught are taught to broaden the outlook,
improve the mind and enabie a person to
hecome a hetter citizen, to live a decent life
and enjoy that life. I think all the sub-
Jects taught have some henefit in the educa-
tion of a pupil. The Minister also men-
tioned that there was the possibility that
we would be creating too many bachelors
of arts, masters of arts, and so on. I will

Te wehieve
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not deny that that possibility exists, but of
course that is not the aim of education.
There would certainly he nothing wrong
in having every person n master of arts.
if that were possible.

Mr. Sampson: Would it be helpful?

My, TONKIN: 1t would d¢ no harm.

Mr. Thorn: Could you find fitting employ-
ment for them?

Mr. TONKIN: They would have to fake
employment as they do to-day. They would
still be masters of arts, and would be all the
better for it, for educafion is no load to
earry.

Mr. Sampson: If the member for Mur-
chison were a master of arts he would lose
all his modesty.

Mr. TONKIN: Although there is the pos-
sibility that the State might ereate too many
masters of arts, it is not very likely, nor is
it very probable, betause you could teach
some children for 530 years and they woul!l
not approach very closely to hecoming mas-
ters of arts.

Mr. Sampson: Would they still be child-
ren?

Mr. TONKIN: Meatally they would he.
As I mentioned Iast vear, there was a eon-
siderable fauli in our curvienlum in the post-
primary classes inasmuch as we had courses
designed for those who would enter the Uni-
versity, whereas we know that only a small
percentage of the ehildven will go on fo the
University.

Mr. Patrick: And wany who go tu ihe
University do not take a degree.

Mr. TONKIX: That is true. 1 shall not
delay  rhe  Committee  much  longer, bui
will sinply sum up my views on what edu-
cation ought to be by quoting some remarks
made by the late Dr. Chalmers many years
agn.  We had some wonderful  thinkers
in the vears that have gone, men who had
very little education, but a great deal of
horse sensze, Dr. Chalmers, however, was
an eduested man and was thus fitied to
make a pronouncement on education. THe
saw the poverty and dire distress existing
among the people of the time, towards the
end of the 18th century. He pondered
deeply as to a possible method whereby those
people might 1iff themselves out of their
trouble and enjoy life. Finally he came fo
the conclusion that they would emancipate
themselves hy means of their own growing
virtue and intelligence, that they would not
gain very much from the wordy battles of
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politieal parties, that they would look for
the greater gain from their own growing
intelligence and virtue. In that I agree
with him. Dr. Chalmers went on to say—

I trust the time is coming when humble lif-
will be dignified Ly leisure and by literature,
when the work of the day will be sueceedord
by the remling wna improving conversations
of the evening, when many o lettered sape as
well as many an enlightened Christian will be
met with even in the lowest walks of society;
when the elements of sciehee and philanthropy
and high scholarships will so refine threughout
the general mind of the country as to exalt
it prodigiously above the level of its present
character and attzinments.

With that sentiment I heartily agree. I am
plensed indeed that the Minister has not
hearkened to the propaganda for the redue-
tion of the Education Vote, but that he has
done his best, not only bto keep the Voie
where it was last year, but to msake some
slight improvements.

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands} [7.53):
The Minister congratulated himself and the
Honse and the vountry on the fact that he
has heen able to bring down Estimates show-
ing an increase over last year of £37,700,
In the course of his reminisecences he re-
called the fact that if we compare these
Estimates with the expenditure in 1930-31
they show an increase ot £60,000. And the
Minister asked us to eome to the conclusion
that at any rate his Government were not
gniliy of what he called niggardliness or
being niggardly in the wmatter of provision
£or the eost of education. 1t is very easy
to produce a flattering result by comparison
between the times we ave mnow passing
through and the vear 1930-31, which repre-
sented the very depths of the financial de-
pression.  Since those days the Consolidated
Kevenue has incrensed very largely, and in
part as the result of some reecovery that has
been made generally throughout the State.
[f [ may recall some figures to the reecol-
lection of the Commiitee, our total national
income in 1931, the vear with which the
Minister has made a comparison, was
£23400000 odd. For the last vear for
which I could get the completed figures,
namely 1932-33, our total national ineome
was £26,617,000 odd, showing an inerease
between the two periods of no less a sum
than 314 millions. And if the figures for
the present year, which are not vet com-
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pleted, were available, 1 am sure they would
show an advance on those for 1932-33. But
in addition to that, the Consolidated Rev-
enue has been swollen by a very heavy addi-
tional burden of taxation. It is sometimes
very conveniently and ecasily forgotien that
the average taxpayer, not the well-to-do tax-
payer, not the man with a large income, but
the average taxpayer, the man with an in-
come of only £316 per anbum, will pay for
the financial year that closed last June 30
per ¢ent, more than he paid in any previous
year—90 per cent.

Mr, Moloney: What about the man right
down helow?

Hon. N, KEENAXN: I think the proper
person to conventrate one’s thonghts and
attention on is the average man., "We might
as well take the taxpayer with aan income
of thousands a year and coneentrate ou him
as concentrafe upon one on the lowest rung
of the ladder tor the purpose of comparison.
For a comparison we must of course take
the average taxpayer, for he is the man
who hears the bulk of the burden. Tlhe
members of that class outnumber all the
other ¢lasses of taxpayers, and therefore he
is the man who contributes most {o the Con-
solidated Revenue,

Mr. Moloney: Do not the very poor out-
number them?

Hon. N. KEENAN: I think the hon. mem-
ber might well outnumber something else at
present with greater ntility and allow me to
say what T wish to say. The average tax-
payer is the man who represents the whole
mass of the population, and he is ealled
upon to bear a burden of 90 per cent. in-
crease of faxation despite the promises that
were made, under which he was induced to
vote in a way which led to the refurn of
the present Government, as was recalled n
this House the other evening by the Leader
of the Opposition,

The CHAIRMAN: T hope the hon. mem-
ber is going to conneet all this up with the
Edueation Vole.

Hon, N, KEENAX: T certainly will, for
I am showing that the ecomparison between
the figures for 1930 and those for the pre-
sent year is wholly fallacious, and that we
ought to have far more revenue than we had
in 1930. That is the plain connection be-
tween the two. There is also another fact
of which T would remind the Honse, namely
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that Consolidated Revenue has heen relieved
of a very large mass of expenditure which
it was callel upon to bear in 1930. In that
year Consolidated Revenue, by reason of the
faet that loon moneyvs were almost impossible
to obtain, was called wpon to bear nearly
the eutire lurden of unemployment, But
to-day, owing to the very large amount
of loan wwouneys the Loan Couneil has seen
fit to make available to the whole of Aus-
tralia, only o very small part of the burden
of unemplovinent is borne by Consolidated
Revenue, 1f all these factors he taken into
consideration, it will be seen that the posi-
lion was an entirely different one, that there
is no pozsible comparison whatever hetween
the position then and the position to-day.
Therefore, while the inerease of £37,700
in our Edneation Vote is very pleasing, it
does not warrant any extravagant or un-
due praise.

The Minister for Education: Compared
with any other Vote in the Estimates it does.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Compared with what
you have to spend it does not.

The Minister for Education: It does so.
If you will look at page 17 of the Estimates
vou will see that.

Hon. N. KEENAN: T have examined the
page the Minister refers to, and I still say

that with that money to spend there
is no reason for extravagant praise
for spending it on education, unless
the Minister suggests that expenditure
on education should only bhe made

when you have satisfled every other possible
want. Bui of course that is not what the
Minister means.

The Minister for Employment: Who gave
it extravagant praise, anyhow?

Hon. N. KEENAN: I do not think the
hon. member was present in the House at
the time. In any event, of course he is just
as great an authority on what he never
heard as on what he has heard. I do not
propose to enter into a barging mateh with
the Minister. The matter of most import-
ance, the matter we really should discuss,
is how the moncy available can best be
speat, and not to conjure up any compari-
gon hetween years when money was not
available and when more fortunately it is
available. The important question is how
the money can best be spent. 'We, of course,
find ourselves even now—and I suppose it
always will be so—without money to meet
every want, and the aim therefore mnst be
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to spend the money that is available to dis-
charge the main fundamental duty that lies
on the Department of Education. Never
will it ocecur that we shall have more money
than we can spend uscfully in that depart-
ment, hut the position does arise and will
continue to exist when we shall have to seleet
between wants that should be met and ful-
filled and wants that, althongh we admit
their merit, we are obliged to postpone.
What is the main duty of the departinent’
It might be snggested, I readily admnit, thai
the duly of the depariment is to make edu-
cational facilities available to every pupil
who is apt and capable of utilising them
g0 as to enable him to rise to the highest
pinnacle of eduneational training. But there
is a higher and greater duty devolving on
the department, and that is to make educa-
tional facilities, which the Minister deseribed
in popular phraseology as the three R’s,
available to all in this State. Accordingly,
when the department, for a period of time,
was under my control, a list of works was
drawn up—no doubt the same practice is
observed to-day—to be carried out as soon
as funds were available. The works were
drawn up in the order of urgency. All the
works on the list were necessary works, but
they were placed in the order in which one
or another should be carried out with the
money available,

Mr. Molonev: Was the gzravel
lands included in that list?

Hon. N. KEENAN: If the hon. inter-
rupter will wait, he will hear aboul the
gravel. First and above all on the list was
the eonstruction, the building and the open-
ing of schools in the country and hack-
blocks.

Mr. Marshall: Well, it has not happened.

Hon. N. KEENAN: If the hon. membar
will exhibii a little patience, he will heaw
how we uttempted to vive effect to that
policy. The want of schools in the ecountry
is always arising, has always arisen in the
past and always will arise in the futore. Tt
remains always, in a measure, unsatisfied.
Tt arose, as the interruption of the member
for Murchison reminds me, in the case of
Wiluna i a marked degree. Despite the
fact that we were then experiencing davs
of great poverty and had very little moneyv
indeed to spend, the member for Murchison.
T think, will at least do us the justice of
admitting that we made evory effort to deal
with the position that arose at Wiluna, Al

at Ned-
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though we were not anything like as suz-
vessful as we eould have wished to be, never-
theless we produced sonething in the na-
xactly the
same position that arose at Wiluna at that
time had arisen previously and will avise
again at other placex. Nothing provides
mure cogent evidence of 1he migratory char-
avter of our ‘population thay the foct that
every vear schools are closed down in some
distriets and an equal necessity arvises for
the opening ol schools in other disiricts.
So, it' there be wmoney available to-day for
ilie building ol sehovls—aid we gather fron:
the Minister that lie has reasonable hope of
money being available—then may | express
on my part, and 1 think on the part of a
erent nwmber of members of this Chamber,
the hope that hetore any grawliose scheme is
carried out in the metvopolitan area, low-
ever worthy the scheme wmay be, the wants
and needs of the backblocks he attended to
first. Tt wmust be borne in mind that edn-
cation by correspondence, afthough it has
a larze measnre of success, olso posseszes
distinet  limitations.  With  very 1neagre
population seattered over huge areas of the
State, it i3 impossible to give eduealion in
any other form. Siill, it i= obvious that
wlueation by correspondence depends wpon
two factors, JIn the first place, the mother
or person who attempts to give education
to [he children nust have a considerable
amounnt of leisure in order to do so. That
iz very rarely the experience.  Again,
whoever attempts lo educate the children,
acting as Dbest she may in aecordance with
the instruetions received from the idepart-
ment, must possess to some extent the teach.
img art.  That is all-important, and that ae-
romplishment iz even more rarve thay the poes-
session of leisure. Tt mav well be that in
the eavly future some attempt will be made
fo supplement the education that we now
endeavour to impart by means of correspon-
dence classes by the use of broadeasting to
enable classes, or individuals, too few 'n
numhber o be cailed a class, to come inlo di-
recf contaet with the teacher over the air.
T have no cdoubt that if it be practicable
aml possible to zive effect to thiz idea, it
wonll have most beneficial rvesnlts, There
1= ail the difference in the world between pu-
pils having direet contaei with the teacher.
mil any attempt, however well intentioned,
fhat ean be made by corvespondence to pro-
Adure the same resuits,
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Mr. Marshall: 1 believe yonr idea is bril-
liant, but it could not be applied on the guld-

fields because there are not facilities for re-

ception,

Hon, N, KEENAN: Every day more and
more people are interesting themselves in
hiroadeasting,  Nothing has developed more
vapidly than the industry of broadeasting.
It iz not only n marvel: it is something that
is absolutely neeessary in the home that is
distant from the ordinary channels of civi-
lisation. A= things arve to-day, I think it
can trathfully be said that edueation by
meians of covrespondence elasses is only a
makeshift, although a uecessary makeshitt
by reason of the circumstances of the State,
bnt if there is any part of the State where
suflicient children ean be brought together
by the provision of reasonahle allowaneass
For iLravelling, it is the plain duty of the
department to erect a sehoo! and give the
children the opportunity to be educated in
the only manner that is really and truly
efficient. That is a duty which is owing to
the children as citizens of the State, and
it is aspecially owing to the childven in rues-
tion because they are members of families
who are suffering all the disabilities and all
the shortcomings of the bush in ovder that
others might be enabled to live in the cities
and towns. It is well for us not to forget
that. We could not remain as we are, en-
joyving all the amenities of life in cities and
lowns, if ofhers were not willing to accept
the disabilities of the bush. A problem sub-
sequent to that in the more primary eduen-
tion of the e¢hild is the preparation of
hoys and girls for the sphere of life
in whieh they wish to cast their lot.
No words of mine are rvequired to
cmphasise the faet that this is an age of
spectalisation.  Fverything ahnost is a mat-
ter in respect of which every possible at-
tempt is imade to speeialise. This hecomes
more marked every day: every day the ex-
pert as distinguished from the ordinary
worker is more and ore in demand. Of
course it = not to be wondered at, becausn
that is the inevitable result of the devel-
optaent of machinery, of the almost en-
tire substitution of the machine for the
hand of man, and cven of the substitution
of the machine, {0 some exent, for the brain
of man. Quite apart from that, there al-
ways have been and always will he callings
in whieh only highly trained men and
women ean possibly hope for suecess.  An
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educational seheme whieh has net for its
ohject the providing of facilities for that
training is not a complete cdueatianal
scheme. Hence it is that an insistent de-
mand has arisen, to which T expected the
member for North-Bast Fremantle to refer,
for voeational training, n demand that onr
system of education should attempt to fit
the girl or boy not mercly from the aca-
demic point of view but a great deal more
From the speetal point of view of the call-
ine in lite that he or she is about ta enter
upon, T agree with what the Minister said
when he stated that however necessary and
desivable such a poliey might he, we are
not at present possessed of suflicient Funds
to address ourselves to a solution of the
problem. Tt must remnin unsolved for the
moment heeause of the lack of fnance.
There is another veason which on second
thoughis might sngzest itself to the Min-
ister, namely, that it is still a very debatalle
matter and a question to be determined as
to what is the hest form in which to carry
out that poliey of voeational training. So
far as it has been attempled it is still
purely experimental, and it may he wise
to wait and see which experiment produces
the most suceessful results. Tt was a very
casy problem to solve in the days that have
aone by when the like father like son prin-
ciple prevailed, when, generation after gen-
eration it was regarded as something inevi-
table, something not for a moment dreamt
ot as being likely to be departed from, that
the son should follow in the footsteps of
the father.  That entirely resolved the
question of what should he the avecation
of the son. In those days wec had not the
problem of the intervention of the female
in the indusirial world on the huge seale
that exists to-day. Very largely in those
days, if not entirely, she conlined herself to
domestie dutiez. The problem waz easy of
solution then, However, we now have a dif-
ferent propesition,  Nowadays, even =imple
eraftsmanship is not handed down in any
family, nor is any attempt made to hand
it down. We do not hear of any erafisman
who aspires to pass on his art or his skill
to his family. On the other hand we find
i regreftable desire that his family should
Ao something different from what he has
done, something he hopes will be hbetter.
higher, and perhaps better paid than he
bas achigved,  The result iz what  ecould
only he expected from the ever chanzing
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tonditions, the ever altering rules of our
sovial amd industiial life.  The problem,
theretore, is an acnte one for us to aftempt
to denl with.  What will be done to-day with
the boy and the girl who has passed the
school age and is now about fo select some
avenue in life for the purpose of earning
his or her living? The problem is not a
local one. It is as acute, indeed more acute,
in the U'ntted Kingdom than it is here, be-
ese at any rate here we have a large
world of undeveloped resouvees  provided
by Nature, which to some extent iy eapable
of ab-orbing our you'h in employment. At
Mome no such thing exists.  Qur problem,
acule ax it may be, is far more acufe and
diflicult in the 0ld Country. Even here
where we have the advanlage of these newly
developed resources that wre given to us
eratuiton-ly by a generous Nature, the proh-
lem is a very difficuli and acute one, pav-
ticularly hecanse of the strong degree of
aversion that exists fo leaving the eity
and the town, and allowing those fveat nat-
ural gifts of Nature to absorh io zome ex-
tent our unemployed vouth. Tt may he
that one of the most glorious tasks to which
any one eould address himself would be to
persuade our youth to-day. as their fathers
did hefore them, to go omt, and hew for
themselves a home nnder eonditions noi of
the kind that appertain to the city, but under
conditions that our fathers were not afraid
to face. There arve, for instance, the re-
sourcez provided by the mining industry
and other industries whieh the State offers
to thosze who are willing to explore them.

Ar. Marshall: What would vou sugoest
for ithe female?

Hon. X, KEENAN: That interjection re-
(utires time, hoth to conzider and answer.
Tt i= diffienlt to sax how far the world of
woman which has invaded the world of man
should he cheeked.

Mpr, Marzhall: Tt cannot he checked.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Tt is difficult to say
if woman iz not checked, how she can he pro-
vided for. Ta dwell upon that subject wonld
be to delay the Committee for an indefinite
periced of time, and T do not propose to do
that. What I am attempting to point out is
something that can be done, and T do not
know that it would he useful to enter upon
the rerion of what eannol be done.

My, Mar=hall: Tt would be very dangerous.

Hon. X. KEENAX': The hon. member is
probably right.  The Minister has told us
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there is sowe kind of promise on the part of
the Prime JMinister to make available two
millions of money for dealing with the
problem of placing our vouths who have just
left sehool, including females, in employment.
If we receive, as T suppose we shall receive,
merely a proportion of that money which is
due to us by reason of the proportion of our
population to the whole of Australia, we
shall reecive, T have ealeulated, about
£140,000.

My, Moloney: That will not go far.

Hon. N. KEEXNAN: That is not a sum of
such magnitnde as to warrant the hope of
being able to do very mueh, but if it is wisely
and carefully spent, something can bhe done
with it.

The Minister for Edueation: Every little
helps.

Hon, N. KEENAN: If you get a loi of
“littles” they make a great deal, If £140,000
were well and carefully and usefully spent
it conld, at any rate, produce some benefit.
The only cure that ean be achieved would
only become possible when that recovery
which is so much spoken about and dreamed
of las in effect really arvived. Only when
those natural resourees which will onee more
he with us when the real and true vecovery
has taken place are made available, will our
vouths be able to employ themselves. With
the advent of such times our voung men
would naturally not only attempt but
succeed in having thewselves apprenticed
to the skilled trades. There is nothing that
presents a more weeful picture to-day than
the fact that the skilled trades are heing
starved for apprentices. The Minister re-
called that fact in the figures he gave us.
There were 57 fewer apprentices this year
than last wyear. That is a most serious
thought, beeause the men who are to-day
engaged in  these industries, the skilled
workers, in common with all other members
of the human vace, must disappear, and
where are we to find their successors unless
we have apprentices? The most happy omen
of the refurn o these times would be the faet
that some large measure of our young men
would once more attach themselves as
apprentices in those trades.

Mr. Moloney: They will if they ean be
absorbed. 3Many of themn are willing enough,

Hon. N, KEENANXN: It is possible even
before the recovery is in sight to develop
some new ficld of employment, some new
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avenues of work. [ noficed recently in an
Eaglish paper that, at a conference hetween
the manufacturers of radios and the educa-
tional authovities, it was pointed ont that
there is an immense trade in the manufacture
of radio instruments, and a great deal more
trade in the maintenance of those instru-
ments. There are practically no people in
England capable of doing that work. If was
suggested that, to begin with, 10,000 boys
should be trained in this avenue of employ-
ment. The radio is no longer a toy, a marvel
or a plaything, but something that is almost
a necessity., It is something that might well
be exploited in our schools, namely the train-
ing of intelligent boys to take an interest in
the subject. I am personally awarc of some
boys who have built their own radio sets.
They are unforiunately few in nuinber, but
survely what they ean de can be done by
others, In the report I read it was stated
that it would take only three vears fo
train a boy thoronghly to enable him to
beeome a skilled worker in the manufac-
ture, maintenance and repair of radios.
I comunend to the Minister the idea that
he should put before the authorities at the
technical school the suggestion that some
attempt should be made in this diveetion. T
now propuse to sty a few words regarvding
the Clavemont Training College. The Min-
ister spoke of that college having been
closed down as a vesult of the depression.
But that is not exactly the faet. If theye
had never heen a depression, that college
would have had to be closed down all the
same. The very flrst experience I had as
Minister for Education was that a gentle-
man c¢alled on me to state that his daughter
had passed out of that college two vears
before and was still without employment.
And T learnt that that was only one of
many eases, because for some considerable
tine the number of teachers who were pro-
duced by the college was far in excess of
the number required by the department.
On examination of the matter at that par-
ticular period of time, I found that Mr.
Rooney, when he was principal of the col-
lege, had warned the Government of that
day that the college was training too many
teachers for the system to absorh, and that
inevitably the day would come when there
would be a surplus that eonld not possihly
he given work,
My, Tonkin: What year was that?
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Hon, N, KEENAN: I think, 1926, How-
ever, the fact remains that at that time there
was a surplus of trained teachers, and no
possibility of giving them work. If must
he admitted, of course, that the existence
of the depression made that impossibility
still morve marked, because the depression
led, as the Minister has pointed ont, to
fewer of the female teachers leaving the
department to be warried, and also had an
effect in  preventing some of the male
teachers, as had been the case in former
vears, becoming larmers or adopting some
other form of activity and so leaving the
teaching profession. But the depression
only accentuated the difMeulty. If the de-
pression had never come, it would still have
been necessary to close down, at any rate
for some time, the Training College. So
T would warn the Minister, if he will allow
me to do so, that the position shonld be
carefully wabched, so that the number of
teachers now trained in that college may not
be in excess of what are the average needs
of the department, having regard, of course,
to the possible extension of its activities in
the backblocks and elsewhere. Taking
evervthing into aceount, it would be only
wise on the Minister's part to limit the
number of teachers who do go through the
Training College, to what the system can
absorh.

AMr. Moloney: That
vocational training also.

Hon, N. KEENAN: Vgeational training
does not apply so much to the teacher as to
the pupil.

My, Moloney: But it applies to positions.

Hon, X. KEENAN: I de not desire to
monopolise the attention of the Committee,
subject to interruptions, at much greater
length; but before eclosing I wish to refer
to some remarks made by the Minister deal-
ing with the Parents and Citizens’ Associa-
tion. Of all the branches that have heen
formed under that association, T think I am
fully justified in saying that one of the
most hard-working and one of the most self-
sacrificing is the Nedlands hranch.

Members: Hear, liear!

Hon, N, KEENAN: It is a fact that the
Nedlands branch has worked with the most
extraordinary energy in the service of the
children who are attending the local State
school. The branch has collected between

would apply to
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January of 1932 and Seplember of this
year no less than £355, and has spent that
sim on the wants of the children of that
school, spent it in various ways, amongst
otbers in providing even gates for the school
grounds, and of eourse in many ways that
are not so permanent, as in giving enjoy-
ment to the children, in providing for their
ganies, in supplying maps to be hung on fhe
walls, and in every single way which was
possible, providing for additional aid to be
given over and above what the department
supply.

Mr. Tonkin: Does the branch have the
co-operation of the teachers?

Hon, N. KEENAN: It had the learty
and enthusiastic co-operation of the teachers
until a short time ago, when there happened
some disagrecable incidents to which T shall
perhaps refer. But the important point is
—despite all the work they have done, de-
spite the personal efforts they have given
unstintedly, and despite the admiration
which the Minister has expressed for their
work, what veturn have they received at his
hands?

The Minister for Works: Not even a
harrel of gravel!
Hon. N. KEENAN: Not even, as the

Minister for Works interrupts me, a barrel
of pravel. But let me tell Ministers that
this is not altogether a laughing matfer.
The members of the hranch spent a great
deal of money, prodnced- by their own
efforts, in beautifying and making enjoy-
able and also useful the school; and there
is one single little item they asked for, and
not an unnecessary item, because in winter
time the partienlar section of the ground
they asked to be gravelled is almost impass-
able—only a mass of mud. They asked for
a few barrels of gravel. And did they gzet
them? They have been asking again and
again, for the last two years, for that small
favour; and as regards the Minister who
s6 admires them, his admiration has not run
to granting them even that small amount
of assistanee. Tt was not a matier of being
refused, when they would have known where
they stood; but the gravel was promised
again and again, and the promise has never
been carried out. To some extent a detail
of that kind may appear so insignificant as
to be lzughable; but it is that kind of thing
which tells, it is such treatment which
damps human ardonr, and it is that kind
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of neglect that leads these branches to won-
der if it is worth while for them fo perse-
vere in the work they are doing to-day. And
it does not end there, not at all. The child-
ren who live in Nedlands aud wish to attend
the top class that is made available in the
State school system have to go to Clare-
mont. I am told by the president of the
Nedlands branch of the Parents and Citi-
zens’ Association that that represents, on
the average, two miles each way for those
children to travel, four miles in all. I de
not think any one of us wounld question
that in winter time that is a serions journey
for children to face. And all the time there
is a Government tram running from Broad-
way to Claremont. At the time of the morn.
ing when the children are geing from Ned-
lands to Claremont, the tram is empty, abso-
lutely empty, for the simple reason that the
traffic at that hour of the morning is coming
up to Perth from Claremont. Therefore
these ehildren would net deprive the Gov-
ernment of any adult fares by being allowed
to travel in the tram. Similarly, when they
travel back in the afternoon, between 4 and
5 o’clock, the mass of traffie is down from
Perth, and again the ecars are rubning
empty; so that these children, if allowed
to travel on the tram, would not deprive
the Government of the fare of a single
adolt. And yet the children are refused
permission o travel. At the same time,
children from Leederville and some places
beyond Leederville going to Claremont for
exactly the same reason—that their local
school has not the class which they desire
to attend and which, therefore, they have to
go to Claremont to attend—travel free in
the train; and I thoroughly approve of it.
But for the life of me I cannot understand
the distinction that is drawn between the
train and the tram. What earthly distine-
tion can be made? And why should those
children in one instance be carried free and
in the other instance be econdemned, as thev
are to-day, to walk?

The Minister for Education: It iz a won-
der you did not alter that when you were in
charge of the Educalion Department.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Tt did not exist
when I was there.

The Minister for Edueation: Yes.
existed for 25 years.

Hon. N. KEENAN: T have been told it
did not exist. Let me answer the Minister.
If that arrangement existed in my time and

It has
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I aeted in the manner of which I have
spoken, I would be thoroughly ashamed of
myself, and certainly I would not have the
audacity to stand up and say it has not hap-
pened before. Is that all the defence the
Minigter has? Is that all?

The Minister for Education: It existed
in your time, but may not have been brought
under your notice.

The Minister for Employment: The hon.
memher is on his defence; not the Minister.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Sometimes the eche
in this Chamber is not admirable, especially
when it comes from a remote part. Now
let me deal with the Minister who says it
happened in the days when I was Minister
for Education. It did not; but, if it did, T
confess without any hesitation that I per-
mitted something which was inexeusable.
Therefore it is no answer to suggest that
this was done, or could have been done,
when I was Minister.

‘the Minister for Educatien: It has been
so for 20 years. It is uscless for the hon.
member to bury his head in the sand over
that.

Hon. N. KEENAN: When the Minister
for Education and the Mimster his coadju-
tor have eome to a conclusion of the con-
versation between them, may I resume? T
may onee more reiterate that assuming [
was guilty of this condnet—which I do not
know to be the case, though it may be the
case—] stand here not onc moment to at-
tempt to defend it. But there is anothuer
matter which I am obliged also to mention.
It is this: In order to get funds to spend
for the benefit of the Edueation Depart-
ment, the Nedlands branch of the Parents
and Citizens’ Association hold little fétes,
and thev ave actually called upon to pay a
tax, an entertainment tax, to the State in
respeet of the money they receive at these
fotes.

Miss Holman: No.

Hon. N, KEENAN: Tt is told to me by
the president of the branch. ¥e sought,
on my advice, n rebate from the Treasury
in the usnal way for allowing the law to be
observed in one instance, and in another
instance for repayment of the tax because
it was purely for the benefit of the State.
And what has happened? Nothing at all.
The branch has not received back a single
penny of the tax. Let me tell the Minister
that the state of affairs in Nedlands with
regard to the branch is so serions, and the
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members are so thoroughly disgusted with
the treatment they have received, that they
contemplate putting an end to the branch.

Alr. Hegney : Branches which started long
before the Nedlands branch have received
the same treatment.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Hon. N. KEENAN: T do not think the
hon. member understands the position, -

Mr. Hegney: I understand it just as well
as you do, because I have been to the Taxa-
tion Department on the subject.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I’erhaps the lon.
member, if he understands i, will try to
remedy the matter. If there is another
braneh involved, is that any excuse? What
is the use of these interruptions? There is
only one other matter that T wish to men-
tion. It also irvitates, and very eonsider-
ably irritates, people as well disposed fo
the Edueation Department as the Minister
could desire, people who want to work with
the department, who want to nassist, who
want to do everything in their power to en-
able the department to funection successfully.
These ave the people on whose hehalf T am
attempting to speak to-might. The third
matter to which I refer relates to the in-
fants’ school required at Hollywood. Tt is
a rule of the Education Department that
ng sehool shall be erected or opened within
a mile of an existing school. Tt was
pointed out that some of the infants at
Hollywood were within a mile of the Ned-
lands School in one dirveetion and some
were within 2 mile of the Rosalie Street
School in the other direction. Some, of
course, are more than a mile away from
either school, but if we take the two schoois
into consideration, the infants I refer to
are within the ambit of the mile radins of
one or other of the two existing schools, A
site was asked for by the department and
granted by the local road hoard. The casec
was onc of speeial merit because the child-
ren who would have to go to the Nedlands
Sehool—members should bear in mind that
I am speaking of infants, not of older
children—would have to eross Stirling
Highway, a road that is full of fasi, danger-
ous traffic at the early hour of the morn-
ing when they would be required to oross
that thoroughfare. On the other hand,
those who would go to the Rosalie Street
schools would have to eross Hampton Road.
another thoroughfare that is full of heavy
fast traffie at that time of the morning. In
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the latte; nstanee, Lhere is nu footpath
at all.  1In each direction these young child-
ren are asked to run a eolo=sal rick. In
those circumstances, the road heard made
available to the department a suitable site
by surrendering land held by them. so that
the (lovernment might erect an infants’
school. T know that case is entirvely difTer-
ent from the others T have mentioned, be-
cause it is defensible, from the depart-
ment’s point of view, in the tight of exist-
ing rules and regulations. That is, the
positien is defensible if rules and vegula-
tions are Lo be snpreme. One regulation
provides that a mew sechool shall not be
erected if the site iz within ane wile of an
existing school. T am one who has regard
for the earrying oubt of rules and regula-
tions, for that is right and proper. But T
am also one who is prepared to make a de-
parture from such rules and vegulations if
right demands that there should be sueh a
deparfure. However, it can be said that
the regulation exists, and it stands to-day.
The risks to which these infant children
are exposed are so great that many
mothers, déspite the possibility of a prose-
cution, refnse to send their children to
school.

Mr. Lambert: If the road hoard had con-
structed the streets properly, there would
have been footpaths.

Hon. N, KEENAN: If things had been
different, there would not be the prounds
for complaint, The facts are as I have
stated them. [ do not desive t~ deal any
further with matters that arize in my own
constituency.  Tndeed 1 apologise to the
Committee for having intruded such mat-
ters. This is not the right place, in my
opinion, in whieh to discuss topics that,
after all, are merely details affecting one
small part of Western Australin, and not
the State as a whole. It is in regard to
matters coming within the latter category
that T endecavour to confine my remarks.
In this instanee I have heen foreed to
hring them forward, even though T olject
to doing so in this Chamber. XNow it re-
mains for me te say a few words on a
question that wag referred to by the mem-
her for North-East Fremantle (3Mr. Ton-
kin)—ihe strained relationship that exists,
to the regret of each one of ns, between the
teachers and the department. For my part.
and T think T am expressing the view of
avery nember, there iz an intense desire
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not to say anything that could possibly ac-
ventnate the extent of the disagreement,
such as it is, that exists fo-day. On the
contrary, it should be our desire, as it is,
only to do something that will heal ihe
disagreement and will assist Che Minister
and those teachers who at the present time
do not entirely agree with him, to come
together again. I feel it is inenmbent upon
me fo state that my personal experienece
of the teachers as a whole and of every
individual teacher with whom T came in
contact was a most happy one. T reeall
the faet that T was the Minister who was
called upon to infliet on the teachers a
most serious reduction of theiy rights, privi-
leges and pav. T recall with great pride
ihe faet that the teachers themseclves came
tn me az Minister and, of their own free
will, agreed to long-rervice leave heing
suspended, that heing one of the matters
under discussion at the present time.

Member: For how long?

Hon. N. KEENAXN: Tt was indefinite. Tt
was not done by the depavtment merely as
a departmental action: it was done with
the expressed consent and at the wish of
the teachers, who were desirous of help-
ing the department in the difficult situa-
tion with which we were then confronted.
It would be unworthy of me to stand, as
T do to-night, as a private member, and not
recall the faet that at nny rate, as far
ns my experience went with the teachers
as a body, they were considerate in cvery
way. That experience is one I shall always
recall with most happy sentiments. T feal
sure that the good sense that was then
displayed in a desire to help the State in
the difficult time that had to be faced, will
he shown again if the Minister, as T hope
and expect he will do, meets the teachers,
at any rate to some exient, and thus al-
low them an avenue, withont hurt to their
diomity, to meet the wishes of the depart-
ment.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [8.52]: T do not
propose to weary the Committee with a is:
sertation on all matters that relate o these
Estimates, but there are certain questions
to which attention has been deawn by the
member for Nedlands {(Hon. N. Keenan) to
which I desive to refer. One is the anom-
aly that has existed not only during the life
of the present Government, but during those
of many past Governments. I rvefer to the
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conveyance of school children on trams.
That trouble is not peculiar to Nedlands or
Claremont. There are children residing in
the metropolitan avea at much greater dis-
tances from ecentral schools, who are com-
pelled to pay their faves on the trams. The
peculiar part about it is that if the child-
ren veside near a railway, they are provided
with free trausit to and from the eity. On
ilie other hand, if the children reside near
a tranway, even though at a much greater
distance than the other children, they have
to pay their fares on the trams. The mem-
ber for Nedlands said he did not know that
that anomaly existed during the time he
was Minister for Eduoeation. I my memory
serves me arvight, I think ¥ can remind the
hon. member of one anomaly that was
ereated when he was Minister. At one
point on the South Perth line, a child travel-
ling from that point in the southern suburb
to the city has to pay a fare of 2d,, but if
a child proceeds from the city to the point
T refer to on the South Perih line, he is per-
mitted to travel for 1d. That means that
special consideration s given to children
travelling from the city to South Perth. The
Education Departmeni shonld make some
definite arrangement with the Railway and
Tramway Department to extend to children
residing near a tramway line similar faeili-
ties to those granted to children living near
a railway line. They should receive free
transport when travelling to their schools.
The Mimster for Education is entitled to
he congratulated on the inereased Vote for
his department this year. Tn the figures
placed before the Committee by the member
for Nedlands, he carefully omitled to remind
members of the fact that exchange that has
to be met by the Government, has inereased
to such an extent that it must have cost the
Government £500,000 more last year than
it did, say, five vears ago. One other mat-
ter concerning the Canning electorate to
which I shall draw attention, relates to the
Forrest-street State Schoel, which is one of
the largest in the State. Tt comprises ten
¢lasz rooms and the building was ervected, 1
understand, fo accommodate 500 scholars.
The average attendance at the school to-day
is over 520. The accommodation provided
in each class room is for 50 pupils, but at
{he present time there are over 70 children
in one of the class rooms. One class has
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to use the eloak room, which is not pro-
vided with a door, so that in winter the
children are exposed to the weather. The
loeal Pavents and Citizens’ Association is,
with all due deference to the member for
Nedlands, and the assoeiation he referred
to, second to none in the State. The For-
rest-street school asseciation very reasonably
desire the department to take immediate
steps to confruct another classroom to
accommodate the surplus seholars, In that
part of the metropolitan-suburban area,
there has been more building dnring the last
two or three years than elsewhere. The need
for the extra accommodation is imperative.
Internal renovations are required, but the
Parvents and Citizens’ Association agree that
the more urgent necessity is the provision
of extra nccommeodation. I appreciate that
quite a lot has been done for the schools,
and I am sure the Minister must be proud
to think he has a very able man in the Diree-
tor of Education, who takes a very keen
interest in the aetivities of the department.
Presumahly there will be some loeal indus-
tria] exhibitions and shows this year, as there
were last year, and I hope when thesc exhibi-
tions of local produets and manufactures
visit each avea, the department will make it
part of the programme for the children to
he taken to see the exhibitions. During
the same week special addresses could be
given in the school with a view to impress-
ing on the children the need for using local
goods. If that is done, it will be for the
good of the State. In looking over a faec-
tory only this week I noticed that about
half ibe machines were idle, and I was told
it was duoe to the importation of Jap-
anese cotton ygoods, The manager of
the factory said these Japanese cotton goods
had got sueh a grip in Perth that in the cen-
tral part of the eity perhaps 1,000 girls hail
heen displaced as the result of those goods
displacing goods previously mannfaciared
here. The figures may be somewhat exag-
gernted, bui there is no doubt a great many
have been thrown out of employment as the
vesult of the extensive sale of cheap Jap-
anese goods, Therefore it would be to the
benefit of the State if the Education De-
partment took steps to see that periodieally
tlie children were given lessons and addresses
urging them to purchase locally-manufac-
tured goods.
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MR. NEEDHAM (Perth) (9.3]: I had
hoped that the Minister, in introducing the
Education Estimates, would have given us3
some speeific information regarding the
Technical College. A few weeks ago I askad
the Minister was it the intention of the Gov-
ernment to make provision for a new site
tor the Teechnical College or, alternatively,
to undertake such struectural alterations in
the existing building as were necessary Lo
render that institution much more suitable
for the work it is earrving out. The Min-
ister then replied that this matter would be
given consideration when the Loan Esti-
mates were heing prepared, T do ot know
whether the preparation of the Loan Esti-
mates is so far advanced as to enable the
Minister fo give us that information anil
to say that provision is being made for thix
very necessary work, I had occasion io
refer to this subject when the Estimates for
1933-34 were before us. 1 then pointed io
ihe very congested condition of the Techni-
eal College and to the very unhygicnic state
of some of the rooms in which the students
have to work, The Minister himself is aware
of one room in the basement which is known
as the Bluek TMole of Caleutta. [ should
not like fo see animals lhoused there, let
alone haman beings engaged in study. There
1> not suflicient aeccommodation for the num-
ber of students attending the college and,
indeed, the accommodation iz severely taxed.
1t is not possible to congregate all the stu-
dents under the one roof, so they have to
ro abroad. For instance, a classroom in the
Perth Boys' Sehool had to be requisitioned
in 1932, and 1 believe that last year another
room had to be requisitioned in ovder that
the tuition might be carrvied on. The demand
for accommodation is increasing, and there
is imperative urgeney fo go into this wmat-
ter. I might mention that special attention
hag Leen paid to unemployed boys at the
college in grder to give them some assistance
during the period between leaving school
and procuring employment., We ave alt
aware that the economic {rouble in which we
have tound owrselves has been such as te
prevent a vast number of boys from seenr-
inz employment immediately after leaving
zehnol.  As we know, thonsands leave school
each year for whom there is no outlook, no
uvenue of employment, despite the fact that
they have reccived a very fine education.
Parents sacrifice themzelves in order to give

[343

855

their children that education, yet when the
children leave their schools and colleges they
bave to wait, year after year, for employ-
ment in which they can be absorbed. So
the Technical College, in providing speciul
classes, has helped to save those boys from
a feeling of despair. That being so, mem-
hers will see the necessity for having all
ovur Technical College students under one
roof, with plenty of room for the classes, o
that edueation ean be carvied on in satisfac-
tory conditions. I understand the Economie
Council, which is part of the work achieved
hy the Minister for Emplovment. have gone
into this question of the Technical College,
and have suggested that the present building
he sold; that is to say, the frontage in St.
George's-tervace. But they have gone far-
ther and suggested the building of a new
rehool altogether. That may be all right,
but T am afraid it will be difficult to get a
site in as good a position as that in St
Ceorge's-terrace. Tt is a fairly eentral and
to my way of thinking, an ideal site, The
suggestion lios been made to me that the
frontage of 198 feet in St. George’s-terrace
should be sold, or, alternatively, the tower
of the huilding ought to be removed and
another storey ndded to the structure. That
would help to cope with the inereasing de.
mand for accommodation, and would enahle
tire managerial staff to house all their pu-
Pits in one building. Another suggestion
is to sell the Terrace frontage of 198
feet and ereet e four-storey huilding on the
land fronting on Mounts Bay-road, There
we would have plenty of room and an ideui
site, and that four-storey building could he
erected with the proceeds of the sale of the
Iilding on the Terrace frontage. I am ad-
vized that the value of land in that vieinity
is approximately £80 per foof, and it is
thought that the sale could be effected for
approximately £40,000, To give an idea
of the number of students attending the eol-
lewe, it might be well to quote these figures—

Avernge attendance of students.

1929 2,641
1930 2,793
1931 2,780
1939 2,832
1033 3,014

it will be noticed by those fgures that the

attendance  has  been consistently ip-

creasing and that the years I |have

auoted exactly correspond with the period
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of depression under which we have heen
labouring, T commend my few vemarks to
the Minister, and hope that when he is reply-
ing to the debate he will be able to ndvise us
whether provision will he made on the Loan
Estimates to improve the conditions of the
college, either by adding to the existing
building or by disposing of it and erecting
a new one. Although I realize there is a
tightness of money, no matfer what request
we make for the advaneement of the Siate
and the benefit of the people, the eternal ery
is “lack of money.” I venture to say that
money spent on maintaining onr system of
technical education and keeping abreast of
the times is money well spent. T hope the
Minister will be able to inform us that pro-
vision will be made on the Loan Estimates to
make the Technical College worthy of our
State.

MR. LAMBERT (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)

[915]: I ean vefer to an instance almost

similar to one quoted by the member for
Nedlands. In one centre of wmy electorate
application was made for a school. Tt is a
sparsely populated avea, the farms being of
1,000 acres. The director replied that there
could not be a school unless the whole of the
scholars were within three miles.

Mr. Marshall: How many scholars did he
require?

Mr. LAMBERT: Fifteen. The member
for Nedlands told us fhat the Nedlands
Parents and Citizens’ Ascociation was the
most active organisation of its kind in the
State. I cannot subscribe to that statement,
Most of those associations are doing excellent
work, and I do not think the hon. member
would be so ungallant as to suggest that the
one in his district was the only efficient one
in the State. Many of them are doing un-
selfish and useful work. The Estimates con-
tain an item for TUniversity exhibitions,
£1,850. Under special Aets a sum of £23,800
is provided for the University. This institu-
tion is one of the most richly endowed in
Anstralia, but richly endowed though it is,
the State has to find £24,800 a year towards
its maintenance. Amongst the provisions
made by the late Siy Winthrop Hackett was
endowment for a chair of agrieulture at an
expense of £18,000. The list of scholarships,
which is very illuminating, shows the
amounts of endowments and other revenue
received by the University. The number of
students at the University is distributed
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thus:—Faculty of Arts 314, Diploma of
Commeree 74, Diploma of Education 53,
Diploma of Journalism 26, Faculty of Law
51, Faculty of Seience 61, Pure Science 128
and Agricultural Science 14,

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
not in order in discussing the University
under this vote.

Mr, LAMBERT: I am discussing ednea-
tion.

The CHATRMAXN: The hon. member is
discussing the University and cannot con-
tinue to do so.

Mr. LAMBERY: I should not like to com-
pare my.observations with some of those
made by a previous speaker.

The CHATRMAN: Order! What a pre-
vious speaker said is not in question. The
hon. member cannot discuss the University
under this vote.

Mr. LAMBERT: The faet that the State
pays a subsidy to the University has a hear-
ing on the question.

Hon. C. G. Latham: An item is shown for
bursaries, .

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes. I shall connect my
remarks with the vote. While it is excellent
to bave a University, it is disgraceful that
veterinary seience finds no place in it. The
institution caters for doctors and lawyers,
and provides bursaries for them, and yet
there is not a char of veferinary science.
This richly endowed and very expensively
run institution would more closely conform
with our ideas if primary and secondary
education were more closely related to voea-
tional education. The time has arrived to
make a stock-taking to determine whether
we are getting value for the money being
expended on the edueation system. The
member for North-East Fremantle said
there were no frills.

Mr. Tonkin: I did not say that; I said
there was a difference of opinion as to what
constituted frills,

Mr, LAMBERT: There is a sharp differ-
ence of opinion on that point, but there is
also room for a difference of opinion as to
whether we are getting value for the
£614,000 we are spending on edueation.

Mr. Thorn: Recently some frills were
hoisted on the flag-staff of the University.

Mr. LAMBERT: I know nothing about
that.

Mr. Tonkin: Would you call them frilis?
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Mr. LAMBERT: Some people would
claim originality when they were merely
parading in mid-Victovian crinelines. The
time has arrived when, as the member for
Nedlands suggested, there should he a closer
linking up of primary and secondary educu-
tion with vocational training. The Minis-
ter for Health considers that we should have
a  psychologist to examine people hefore
they engage in vocational training. That
may be necessary and useful for some
people, but secing that we have to get to
closer grips with the bread-and-butter side
ol life, greater attention should he given to
voeational training, TE more of the mouey
woere spent in a practical way, hetter results
would be obtained for the children, having
rogard to their nfter life, and this could
be done without detviment to the mental or
physical deveiopment of the children,

MISS HOLMAN (Forrest) [9.25]: I am
delighted that the vote shows an inerease
of £37,800. The increase is largely ac-
eounted for hy salaries, allowanees and
items of a like kind. Reference has heen
made to the teachers. I have a great deal
of sympathy with the teachers in their
{rouble. Al that they did was to say
that they would not work outside the
terms of their agreement. No one can
denv that the teachers have donc a great
deal more than was provided in the terms
of their agreament, or that they have helped
the children marvellonsly. Jembers will
agree that country children have suffered
more scrionsly as a result of the differcnee
of opinion than have the children of the
metropolitan area.

Mr. Patrick: And the country people, too.

Miss HOLMAN: Possibly, T should like
the Gavernment to restore to the teachers
their long-service leave. Since it was re-
linquished voluntarily or after consulta-
tion with the authorities, the time should
not he far distant when long-service leave
will he restored to them. I understand
that the teachers are the only seetion of
the Government serviee who do not get Jong
leave. The teaching profession is a very
arduous one, and very nerve-racking, and
the teachers, hoth men and women, need the
holidays that should acerue to them after
ten years’ service. T am glad that the
Training College has heen re-opened. The
Minister said he did not know what would
bappen after the first bateh of teachers
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had been retained, but I hope thai the col-
lege will be enlarged and will continue to
carry on its work. Edueation is prohably
onc of the grentest needs of our time. We
in Australin are apt to helieve that we
have an advaneed system, but in comparisen
with other countries we are not so far ad-
vanced, and Western Australia suoffers by
comparison with some of the other States.
Reference has been made to the training
of girls in domestic science. [ have heen
in a domestic science school in New South
Wales that had a thousand pupils, and it
was not an isolated instance; there were
many of them. \When the new school is
built at Bast Perth considerable attention
should be given to teaching the girls domes-
tic science, This will henefit the girls of
the metropolitan area, but the girls in the
vountry will not enjoy similar opportuni-
tics. The member for Nedlands remarked
that woman had invaded the world of man,
and e advised boys to go on farms and
mines and launell out und pioncer the
country as our forefathers had done. T
wish fo touch upon the subjeet that the
hon, member said wonld take too long to
eonsider and explain. Girls in the country
districts have nothing to look forward to
after they have turned 14 and left school.
There are no industries in which they ecan
cngage.  Around the timber mills a few
girls may be emploved as domesties in the
boarding houses, but there is nothing else
for them to do. It is a problem to know
what is to become of them. In the old days
girls were educated merelv to he married.
It was enough if they knew little more
than their A.B.C, could cook a joint for
their husbands, and knew how to sew. The
time has gone by when it was considered
the aim and ohject of a girl to get married
as soon as she left school. To-day women
are looking for something to do. They
want the same education as males and the
same  opporiunities afforded to them.
Something must be done to deal with the
problem after they have had their school
training. This applies te bovs as well as
girls, especially in the country distriects,
where thev have not the same opportunity
for attending technical schools as have eity
children. Some members have referred to
parochial matters. I am going to follow
t}?eir bad example. I am still waiting an-
xiously fo learn that additions will be made
to the Brunswick Junction sehool. There
was =uch a lack of accoinmodation there that
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the department had to lease the church hall,
which is nearly a mile from the school, and
to attend which the youngsters had to go
over the railway crossing. There was no
fireplace there and in winter time it was
very cold. T have had many reports abous
the school. It was near the top of the
urgent list. I was informed that plans
were being drawn up, but that the work was
being delayed by the Public Works Depart-
ment. Then I was told it would be put
in hand at an early date. The last I heard
was that the matter had been put before
the Premier for approval. I hope the addi-
tions will be made very soom, and that I
shall net have to worry about them any
longer. Reference has heen made to the
Parents and Citizens’ Associations. One
has only to look at the report of the depart-
ment to see how their work iz appreciated.
There are many active branches in my elee-
torate. The schools would go without a
great deal were it not for them, and the
children would be withont many aids to
their studies and recreations. It is greatly
to be deplored that the teachers took the
aggi_on they did in connection with various
activities of that sort. It was their own
affair, and they took the step they thought
would draw attention to their wrongs. I
am sorry we have mot the co-operation of
the teachers in this important work. To
my knowledge the withdrawal of the teachers
has not in many cases broken up the
branches of the assoeiation. Some have
gone out of existence for the time being.
Those were cases in which the teachers did
most of the work, and the parents and eiti-
zens did not feel capable of carrying it om.
In other eases the withdrawal of the teachers
has livened up the hranches, which are de-
termined to earry on without the teachers,
always hoping to get their co-operation in
the near future. The Minister has helped
these branches in some ways to overcom:
the lack of assistance from the teachers.
The teachers gave valuable assistanee in
the distribution of notices to the ehil-
dren, to be passed on to their parenis,
and in assisting parents teo get information
coneerning the activities of the association.
A letter of authority has now heen given
to each branch, permitting an announce-
ment to be made of the activities of the
branch at the morning or afterncon
assembly. Ii is a new thing for the branches
of the association to be taxed for almosi
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everything they conduet. At one time they
only bad to submit a statement showing
that their expendifure did not amount to
more than 50 per cent. of their receipts. Be-
cause the entertainments were condueted in
conneetion with child welfare in the schools,
they were allowed freedom from entertain-
ment taxation. During the last couple of
vears the Taxation Department have refused
to grant exemption to the branches except
on one condition. I am led to understand
this was arrived at as a result of a conversa-
tien witl the Director of Education. T am
informmed that exemption will only be given
now it manual training material is bought
with the proceeds of the entertainment. Any-
thing that the associations do should be con-
sidered sympathetically. One branch is
building a platform in an assembly hall, but
is being charged taxation on every enter-
tainment conducted for that purpose. An-
other branch was informed that it eould not
buy sporting materiai, or anything of the
kind, without paying taxation. The pro-
vision of manual training material should
be made by the department, and the asso-
ciations should not be foreed to see that it
is available. We are a little better off than
we were o few years ago. We have heen
passing through bad times, and everything
used in the schools has had to be cut down.
It may be a shock tec memhers to learn to
what extent the material has been cut down.
Since 1930 manual training material, card-
board, seissors, ete., have been eut out alto-
gether in Classes 2 to 4, and only those child-
ren whese parents could afford to Luy their
own material had it in those classes. The
others had to do something else. Children
in Classes 5 and 6 were supposed to attend
the manual training eentres. There is a
lack of reom there, and many children can-
not attend those centres. It was the cus-
tom of the teachers and the associations
to organise entertainments for the purchase
of material. The provision of manual train-
ing material in some classes was cut to the
extent of 100 per cent.; in the case of sew-
ing materials almost 50 per cent., and 33}
per cent. in the case of pads, ink, chalks,
ete. The readers were decreased in number,
and the teachers had their long service leave
cut out. The allowanece for a teacher
was one sheet of blotting paper, one sheet
of brown paper and one sheet of eartridge
paper. That did not represent very much.
Only the sum of 5d. per child per annum is
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allowed for sewing materials. Out of this
the whole of the eurriculum has to be com-
pleted. This is insisted upon by the in-
spectors. This sum will not, however, buy
a reel of cotton. In Standard II. from Feb-
ruary to May on check print there must be
produced one needlecase, once honnet, one
bag or bookecover, and one dall’s pinafore.
From June to July on unbleached ealico
there must be produced one doll's towel
{abroder to be used) and one doll’s feeder.
From August to December on coloured linen
there must be produced one comb casze

(wallet type), one wailet, one sachet
and one bag. During the yecar a
handkerchiel of coloured nainsook with

lace topsewn on the edge must be made.
This has to be done in Standard I1I. out of
an allowance of 5d, per annum. One of
the complaints of the teachers is that the
female teachers have been buying the sew-
ing material out of their own money. The
children of sustenance workers and people
out ol work cannob buy these waterials,
whieh certainly eannot be hought for 5d. In
the case of Standard I11. the work must
be completed by the end of the year. It pro-
vides for a play apron 1o tit a child, and a
flannel model such as bloomers, to show the
application of the herringbone stiteh. 1In
the case of Standard IV. therc must be
produced a flannel model showing a hlanket
stiteh and a hervinghone stiteh, und a sleeve-
less slip-on petticoat to fit a child. In the
case of Standard V. u pair of bloomers to
fit o child is vequired, a d’oyley and a model
showing the setting in of gathers. For
Standing VL there must be a garment, either
a petticoaf, a dress, a jumper or an apron
showing the setting in of gatliers, button-
holes, and a hand-worked design; as well
as a patching model and a worked button-
hole, A child sews on an average 100 hours
during the year, and the allowance of the
department is 3d. per child per annum.
This is one direction in which {he activities
af - department have been cwi nown, I
hope the Minister will be able befora lung
to inerease the amount to what i was
orizinally. I do not think there ix anything
on the Bstimates now before us in that
direction, The veport of the department
refers to the effect of the depression. Tt
says we should have more handwork
materials in the schools, and the need for
additional rooms to be added to certain
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schools For opportunity classes is stressed.
I have previously referred to the need for
opportunity schools. Children who are sub-
normal sr abnormal are almost entirely
neglected in the schools. We cannof expect
the teacher with 50 or more pupils
to give the time and the individual atten-
fion that are required in such cases. One
of these children may nitend school year
after vear, and at the end of his school
days may know nothing with which to arm
himself against the world for his work in
the world. In one State at least there are
opportunity schools attended hy many hunp-
dreds of children who learn things that
enable them to make their way through
life. In conneeiion with eorrespondence
elasses, I deplore the action of the Com-
monwealth in prohibiting personal letters
being sent out from the teachers to the
children with the correeted work. T
did think that possibly semething counld be
done to alter this. 1 know that the Govern-
ment have made representations on the suh-
Jject.

The Minister for Education: Many repre-
sentations.

Miss HOLMAN: Yes; and representa-
tions have also been made by varions Fed-
eral members. Unfortunately, however,
nothing has resulted so far. I do hope that
matters wiil improve in regard to the educa-
tion of our children. FEdueation is never
wasted. It represents an arming of the child
for the rest of its life. It is an assistance to
the child even in teaching it how fn spend its
leisure hours. Wlatever the child’s after-
life nay be, whatever work the child may
have to do in erder to carn its living, the
education it receives is not wasted. I con-
sider it quite the proper thing for us fo have
free educafion from our primary schools
right on to the University. The University
was mentioned to-night. 1t was stated that
some students go there fo get a special badge
on their coats, and that some others go there
merely for the social life, However, steps
have been taken to rectify those matters.
Students cannot go to the University now
year after year without geiting results. I
think the limit is two years. If there are no
results in two vears, the students inust leave
the University and not waste his time or the
money of the community. There is one
matter I forgot to mention in connection
with countrv schoole. That iz the ealf elubs
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which were fostered by the schools. TUn.-
fortunately those elubs are now. going, foo.
The education they give with reference to
farming matters 1s most important for eoun-
try childeen, who may he expected to spend
their lives in the comntry, At the request of
the Calf Cluly and Herd Testing Association
of Donnybrook I have asked the Minister
for Edueation fo give consideration fo the
matter. I congratulate the Government on
the inereases made in this Vote, and I lhope
further increases will follow. [ trust that
the differences between the School Teachers’
Tnion and the Government wiil be settled at
the earliest possible moment.  We have a
zoud deal to thank the Government for in
rezpect of the increases in the Vote granted
this vear and last year, buf we have also
much cause to be thankful to the teachers
for the mauner in which they carry out their
duties.

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)

[9.48]1: T also am glad that extra mouey has .

been made available for the Edueation De-
partment. I was especially pleased to hear
the Minister’s statement that he has addi-
tional money for building regnirements. I
think the hon. gentleman said that already
a4 sum of £10,000 was availahle. Thevefore
I hope that the settlers who have long been
erving out lor school buildings will now he
supplied with them. I have personally made
representations on behalf of those settlers,
and some considerable time ago I was fold
that the school buildings weve on the list of
wrgent works. That, I thought, meant their
construction at an early date: hut they arve
still on the urgent list. T feel sure, neverthe-
less, that the Minister and his officers, when
spending this mouney, will not be unmindful
of the needs of country distriets. The Min-
ister said last night that he had reeently
visited the Fairbridge Farm School. I asked
him some little time ago to visit that institn-
tion. T am glad he now realises the need of
the children there for special attention in
regard to douiestic scienee and the rural side
of education: The hoys go out to follow
rural pursuits, and the girls must devote
themselves to domestic duties. Therefore it
is highly necessary that hoth hoys and girls
should he given every chance in those dirvec.
tions respectively. I should like the Minister
to inform the Committee how many pupils
to-day are being trained in domestie seience.
One cannot but regret to learn from the re-
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port of the Director of Education bow small
is the number of domestic science classes in
conntrv areas. I agree with other members
as to the absolute nccessity for giving boys
and girls the opportunity to learn something
of those voeations whieh they will follow
after leaving school. In the farming dis-
triets most of the boys intend to follow rural
pursuits. I have visited a number of rural
schoals, and was greatly struck by the good
work whieh the teachers were doing and the
grent interest the childven were taking in
their work. 1 hope the Minister will he able
to inform us that more rural schools will
he established during the coming year, aud
that teachers are heing specially trained
for that work also. [ was sorry to see
that the Narrogin School of Agrienlture
had heen compelled, by lack of funds, to
curtail some of its operations. It is abso-
lutely necessary that that school should
not be starved for money, T realise the Min-
ister’s diffienlties, and know perfectly well
that it is not his desire that any of the acti-
vities of the sehool should be diminished.
While in the Bastern States I had an oppor-
tunity of sceiny some sclwols of agriculture
there, and T appreciate the good work they
are doing. T frust the time is not far dis-
tant when Western Austvalin will be able
to establish wmore of these schools. Again,
I am glad that the Claremont Training Col-
lege has been re-opened.  From the report
of the Direcior of Education it appears that
Western Australia is in a different position
from some of the other States, one of which
—1 think it is New Soulh Wales—has sev-
eral hundred teachers who eannot at pre-
sent be employed. I trust that nmongst the
stucdents at our Training College there is a
good percentage of voung men. T say that
hecanse onee a young muan goes into the
Fdueation Departinent, the State usually
has his services for the remainder of his
working life, whiech I regard as highly de-
sirnhle. T am sorry it lias not heen possible
to appoint additional medieal men to visit
the schools. Again T know the reason to
he the want of funds. Whilst in the East
T met the New South Wales Direetor of
Edneation, and disenssed with him, among
ather things, a proposal to provide milk
for school children in the Svdney metropoli-
tan arca. A great deal of attention has been
viven to Lhis matter in Sydnev, xpert ad-
vice has been obtained thers to the effect
that it wounld be helpful to the children—and



r18 OcroBer, 1934.]

not only from a physical point of view—if
they were supplied with a certain quanfity
of fresh, pure milk each day. The subject
has also been investigated in other parts
of Ausiralia: and [ understand that in Eng-
land this praectice, if not already established,
is being seriously investigated with a view
to its adoption. [ do not know whether the
Minister has given attention te the matter.
Indeed, T do not know whether T am on the
right Vote in talking about it, Perhaps it
conies under the Fealth Vote., However,
as it affeets school children enlv, I presume
T am on safe ground in mentioning it here,
Perhaps the Minister, when replving, will
say whether anvthing has been dane ahout
the matter.

The Minister for Eduecation: 1f comes un-
der the Health Department.

Mr. MeLARTY: T also wish to express
my appreciation of the work of the various
hranehes of the Parents and Citizens’ As-
sociation throughout the State. In my own
clectorate the branches have done excellent
work, T was glad indeed to hear the Min-
ister refey sg appreciatively fo that work.
With other members, T hope the dizpute
hetween the fteachers and the department
will soon end. My own experience of teach-
ers in the past is that they have always been
willing to render good service whenever
the opportunity arose. T foel sure that they.
with us, will be very pleased indeed when
the dispute has been terminated.

MR. WARNER (JMount Marshall [9.58]:
I did not intend to speak on the Education
Yote. However, the subject has been de-
bated prettxr well round the Chamber. A
great deal has been heard of the troubles
and suflerings of the metvopolitan area with
regard to edocation. T was interested to
learn that a few thousand pounds spent here
and there in the metropolitan distriet would
ease quite a lot of diffienlties. Perhap= T
am justified in bringing under the Minister's
notice one or two requirements in v dis-
trict, where the expendifure of a <mall <um
of money will give a great deal of satis-
faction to the people. T was greatiy struck
with the eloquent address of the member
for Nedlands (Hon. N. Keenan). It all
went very well with me untif the hon. mem-
ber mentioned that the Nedlands branch of
the Parents and Citizens' Asz:ociation had
colleeted an amount of about £330 for the
benefit of the Nedlands school children. [
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am womdering whether that faet has any
bearing vn the circumstance that the dMin-
tstor 1< not doing too mueh in my electorate.
I wonder whether he is waiting for mem-
hers of the Parents and Citizens’ Associn-
tion in my electorate to collect funds needed
for doing certain work in connection with
the local zchools. The association has done
a great deal of excellent work in the eoun-
try districts generally, and in my district
particulavly; but owing to financial stress
it= members are uot able to subseribe any-
thing like the same amount as has bheen col-
lected ut Nedlands. I almost wept with
envy when I heard the member for Ned-
lands talk about the awful predicament of
the Nedlands children in having to walk
to school along streets with footpaths that
are not tog good, and in being refused free
rides on the frams and trains. In the Mt.
Marshall electorate, where the farms are
scattered & mile or two apart, the children
go to school, some riding on ponies, num-
bers riding together in carts, and the rest
on foot. On various oecasions applieations
have been made te the Education Depart-
ment for tht erection of shelter sheds which
would enable the children te eat their luneh
in comborr. Owing to a shortage of money,
however, the sheds could not be supplied. 1
shall be modest. 1 shall not ask for =uch
large amounts az metvepolitan members de-
mand fo put schools in proper order and
to enale schon! children to trave: in con-
vevances. Al I am going to ask is that
the Minister will keep in mind my further
applications for shelter sheds for the child-
ren in my distriet. and that he will listen
to me and provide some money for that
work out of the extea funds on the Esti-
miates this vear.

MR, MARSHALL (Murchison) [10.1]:
I shall be as hrief as possihle, beaving in
mind ithe lateness of the hour. T have
listened attentively to those who have
spoken hefore me. and, in the main, T agree
with their remarks. Xothing ean be re-
varded as too much for the education of our
children. and T appreciate the statement by
the member ftor Nedlands (FHon. XN.
Keenan) to the effect that ecountry schools
should receive preference. Probhably most
members in this Hounse have not had much
experience of goldfields fowns, particularly
in the initial stages. They are ignorant of
what people have to put up with and can-
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not appreciate the adverse conditions under
which children are reared there. Most of the
requests advanced by members have been for
the expenditure of certain amounts for relief
here and there throughout the State. They
have referred to the congestion that is ap-
parent in many of the schools, to the neces-
sity for providing reforms, and so forth.
Generally speaking, the object has been to
do something more for a large section of
the people already well provided for by ounr
system of education. That is not what
I reguire What I want is active
consideration extended to a legitimate ¢laim
from one centre of my electorate. 1 want
that econsidevation given when an applica-
tion is received from an isolated part far
removed from the city. I am not too san-
guine abont the activities of the officers of
the Education Department. T charge them
directly with apathy and indifference. They
are bound too mueh by red tape. They
refuse an offer made by loeal residents
for the provision of school facilities, but
stick rigidly to regulations and red tape.
In consequence, at least 45 children at one
eentre have been persecuted through the
withholding of edneational faecilities dur-
ing the past six months. I submitted a
definite proposal six months ago. 1 wrote
to the department placing the position he-
fore them and outlining the offer made by
the progress association at Reidys, a centre
sometimes referred to as ‘‘Tripe.’’ The
Triton mine there is in the developmental
stage, but its future was, even then, practic-
ally guaranteed. I confess the delay in pre-
senting the proposal at the outset was
caused through the necessary developmental
and prospecting work that is so essential
in the opening-up of a2 mining area, but the
Education Department, even if the officials
had desired to waste mueh time upon in-
guiries, could easily have ascertained the
position of the district. They could have
aseertained that inevitably in the near
future a large number of children wonld
be resident there. When I submitted the
proposal, I told the then Director of Edu-
cation that there were already 20 children
awaiting educational faceilities. I had ocea-
sion fo leave the city immediately affer T
received his reply, which was to the effect
that he could not agree to the proposal of
the mining company, namely, that, as
there was no suitable building available. the
Edncation Department should take over
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what is known as Bough Shed. The people
there did not want an elaborate building;
even a hough shed would have been suffici-
ent for a start so that 20-odd children could
receive elementary education. The company
also guaranteed that a teacher, male or fe-
male, would be provided with suitable
fluarters. But the department would not
aceept that suggestion. Later on, the pro-
eress association made another effort to
comply with the red tape regulations of the
department. As private enterprise had
crected a hall, they suggested that those
facilities should be availed of. T have seen
the hall and no objeetion can be taken to
it, althongh I admit it is not very sunitable
for use in summer months on the goldfields.
All the Edueation Department has done to
date is to write to the progress association
asking how the lavatories are situated!
For the last six months, over 50 children
have heen waiting to know what chance
there is of elementary edueation being pro-
vided for them. I regard this as a just
grievance. The Minister may have been
ignorant of the facts, but he has them now.
I claim that people who are preparéd to
assist themselves and to make sacrifices
should be the first to he considered, not tha
last.  People who are prepared to po out
into isolated places and endure the heat
and dust, for that is all there is up there
at this time of the vear, to live in primitive
conditions, iil-supplied  with  water, and
in sheds, humpies and tents of all deserip-
tions, ave entitled to consideration and to have
their appeal to the department for eduea-
tional facilities sympathetically received.
The proposal they made was une the people
were willing to accept, but the department
would not entertain it. [ was at Reidys
a few days ago, and I saw there 2 number
of girls between the ages of 12 and 14
vears, robust in physique, reaming round
the bush, which consists of thick, low serub.
While the great majority of the people there
are good, law-abiding citizens, I would like
to know how the Director of Edueation
would like his danghter to he roaming ahout
all day under such conditions, without pro-
tection and without edueation. Anything
could happen in the bush; any erime could
be committed there within a hundred vards
of the door of the parents’ humpies, and
remain undiscovered for a long time. The
residents appealed to the Dirvector to accept
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their propozal so that the children, in addi-
tion to receiving education, would he pro-
tected by day and, after school hours, could
be looked after by their parents. But the
Education Department insists upon quarters
that are up fo the standard required by
the regulations. Of comrse, I do nof suggest
that anything sinister will happen to these
children, but the fact remains, there are
people at that centre from all parts of the
Commonwealth and from almost every coun-
try in the world. Although the great
majority are respectable, law-abiding citi-
zens, unfortunately there are a few who can-
not be trusted, and may be tempted in the
midst of such an environment. T protest
most emphatieally and bitterly against the
action of the department, We do not ask
for any great expenditure, The people
themselves are prepared to accept a primi-
tive arrangement that would have bheen quite
adequate in the cireumstances. The de-
partment say they cannot have what they
require because under our red-tape system
something hetter must be put there hefore
the children can be prevented from roaming
the bush all day unprotected. T am inelined
to move to reduce this vote as n protest,
because after these two proposals have been
before them for six months, all thai the
department has done is to negotiate. That
is the sort of treatment we gei, while we
are advised to go out in the bush on to the
goldfields pioneering the industry as our
forelathers did. We have done that and
made sacrifices and have lived there for
twenty years in the hope of impreving con-
ditions for those who have to follow us,
and this is the treatment we have received
from the Education Department. I am
afraid that until these departments are
taken over by Ministers instead of being
ruz by under-secrefaries we cannot expeet
any better treatment. 1 accnse the Director
of Education of heing chock-full of apathy
and indifference to the welfare of the child-
ven, and partienlarly those children on the
goldfields. He was not asked to make any
elahorate expenditure. All provisions were
made for his teacher, and the people them-
selres were prepared fo accept the pro-
posals sabmitied. Even if the lavatory
arrangements at the hall were deficient,
surely the department could have remedied
them. But no, there could be no considera-
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tion for people other than themselves, and
all the sacrifices made by the people must
2o to the wall. I have entered my protest.

MR. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [10.13]:
After having listened to the recital of seri-
ous wants made by various members and to
the eloquent pleading of the member for
Nedlands (Mr. Keenan), I wonld be lacking
in my duty if T did not submit for the con-
sideration of the Minister a few faets tonch-
ing education in Middle Swan. The speech
of the memher for Nedlands was inconsist-
ent inasmueh as he pleaded for the distri-
bution of the Education Vote throughout
the Stafe so that the three R’s could be
faught in the far-flung spaces of Western
Australia. Then, towards the end of his
speech, he made a special plea for inereased
facilities in Nedlands, where educational fa-
cilities already abound, and urged that the
Minisier should give further consideration
to the parents and eitizens committee in
Nedlands hecause those people had been do-
ine certain things. Had he not taken that
line we might all have subscribed to his
contention that there should be no illiteracy
whatever in the community. He also dealt
with vecational training—a very important
question. Educationists in various parts of
the world have given special consideratinn
to it, but they are not agreed as to the
method that should he adopted to detcrmine
what avoeation the hoy or girl is partien-
larly suited for. The hon. member men-
fioned trades. As one who has been in the
engineering industry for many years, I ean
say that mueh eriticism is often levelled
against limiting the number of apprentices,
hut the fact is, not only in Australia, hut
in other parts of the world, that the indus-
tries can never ahsorh the number of -men
trained for them. BHo what is the use of
training men for a given calling if when
they reach manhood they cannot sell their sez-
vices in that calling? Only the other day I
read that the Prince of Wales, when address-
ing the international congress on commer-
¢ial edueation, at which 35 nations were re-
presented, made this statement on the ques-
tion of teaching in the trades—

The world-wide trade depression and econo-
mie disturbance has heen largely caused by
maladjustment of distribution. The potential
output is far greater than ever hefore, If all

empioyable labour were employed for a reason-
able number of hours per week the world
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woul@ lhave at its disposal a volume of com-
modities and services that would enable the
entire population- to Jive on a higher level of
comfort and well-being than has ever been con-
templated in the rosiest dreams of the social
reformer, Our urgent task is to bring con-
sumption and proauction into a proper rela-
tionship—not « simple, hut quite a possible
task,

He mentioned the faet that machinery las
revolutionised the industrial system, anl
that it will go on revolutionising industey
and the social life of the people. Hecause
of that, honrs of labour in almost all indus-
tries will have to be reduced. As a matter
of Iact we know of the tremendous effor:s
now being made in America under President
Roosevelt, who is nrging that the hours of
work should be reduced to 30 per week, The
problem that education will have to. face in
the immediate fnture is not enly the train-
mg of our boys and girls for a voeation,
but also feaching them to use their leisure
time in a commendable way, that they might
be fitted to become decent citizens. Those
are iwmportant phases of education, and 1
think the Edueation Vote is amongst the
most important in the Bevenune Estimates.
It is nnfortunate that the amount sef aside
for ecdueation is so small, bat of course ac
present that is inevitable, Until we get the
rehabilitation of the economic system and of
the distribution of goods we must have these
diffienlties with us. 1 wish to congratulate
the Minister on having done one or two
very important jobs in the electorate T repre-
sent, [ made represenfations to the previous
Governmeni urging that a school be built at
Whateley Park. Though that district is
situated within five o1 six miles of Perth,
the children of parents engaged in primary
production were too far away to attend the
Inglewood sechool and had to avail them-
selves of the correspondence system. A
few months ago the Hduecation Department
erected a building and there are now 30
children in attendance, some of whom had
not atfended a sechool previously. When
the member for Nedlands was Minister for
Education, I made representations te him
and also to his suceessors, the late Mr. Davy
and Mr. Parker, regarding the Bavswater
school, but nothing was done. Eventually
the Health Department made a report, and
when I brought it under the nolice of the
Minister, ke gave authority for the instalia-
tion of a septie tank systen. There are
500 children attending that schoal and the
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playground is very inadequate. The school
is built on the side of & hill, and the depart-
ment shonld certainly give consideration to
the question of improving the playground.
At Watlle Grove the progress bhall is unsed
for a school. Tn winter time that parf is
little short of a quagmire, and the depart-
ment should seriously cousider the question
of huoilding a new school. The children have
to travel long distances, some of them as
much as three or four miles. The member
for Nedlands is not alone in preferring re-
quests for gravel. I have made representa-
tions to the department for two or three
vears for a small quantity of gravel, but
unsuceessfully.  An open-air concert was
held at the school last Christmas and the
small area of gravel in front of fhe sehool
wns quite inndequate. The school takes
children io the sixth standard, and the de-
partment might well extend the gravelled
arer and improve the surface of the exist-
ing portion whielr is almost worn out. A
shelter shed is required at the Helena Val-
ley school near the Boya Quarries. It is
a small school, but the position is very ex-
posed and hleak in winter time and a shel-
ter shed is badly needed. I realise that to
supply all these wants involves expendifure,
but they are matters that should be consid-
evel by the department. Doubtless we shall
be told that they will be placed on the list
in the order of urgency. Reference las
hoeen made to the activities of Parents and
Citizens’ Associations. Through the efforis
of the organisation at the Belmont school,
a ocinematograph has been obtained and
much educational work has been done with
its aid. The organisation purchased a piano
and provided other nceds, and over a period
of 18 months raised large sums to nssist
the unemployed in the distriet. The asso-
ciation at Nedlands is not the only one that
is doing good work for the benefit of the
children.

THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. J. C. Willeock—Geraldton—in reply)
[10.25]: T hope members will not expect me
to reply to the many questions raised duving
the course of the debale.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It is owr only chance
of petting a reply.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: A
reply will be turished in due course. If
other members had spoken, they could
probahly have submitted equally effective
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pleas for the supply of wants in their dis-
tricts,

Hon. C. G. Latham: They are waiting to
see what your reply will be and next time
all of them will speak.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
We have to confine attention to essential
works, and to provide all that are required
would mean the expenditure of £100,000 this
vear. I hope to be able to alleviate the wants
of many districts. A couple of years ago we
spent £10,000, whereas £20,000 was needed.
Last vear we spent £60,000. This year I
hope to obtain an equal amount, which will
bring relief to many country distriets. While
there are places with legitimate complaints
about playgrounds, there are other distriets
sueh as that mentioned by the member for
Murehison where 30 or 40 children have no
educational facilities. Twelve months ago
there was practically no one in the district
mentioned by the hon, member and now
there might be 100 men, some of them mar-
ried and with children. Some satisfactory
provision will be made in the distriet before
long, certainly before the beginning of next
year. The memher for Nedlands spoke of
free travelling facilifies provided for child-
ren of the metropolitan area on trains but
not on trams. I admit it is anomalous that
different conditions shounld apply to two de-
partments operated by the Government. The
anomaly, however, has existed for the last
30 years. Tt existed in prosperous times, but
in this year, when we are budgeting for a
deficit of nearly three-quarters of a million,
it is not opportune fo adjust anomalies.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The difference be-
tween Claremont and other distriets is that
trams would he carrving full loads to the
city but not to Claremont,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
There may be some merit in the argument of
the member for Nedlands, but in other dis-
tricts additional trams would be required and
that would mean additional expense fo be
shouldered by the taxpavers. The anomaly
could be rectified by abolishing free travel-
ling on railways, hut we do not want to retro.
gress. I am hopeful that, when times improve,
the anomaly will be dealt with. Reference has
been made to schools in particular distriets.
I have told members what the department de-
sire. No matter how much money the Minis-
ter for Works could obtain, there would still
be some wants that could not be attended to,
If he had an inordinate amount of money
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we could not expect to overtake the many
vequests that are made in sach a big
State as ours, where the population is
largely mjigratory, where schools are being
shifted from one place to another, and new
schools, shelter sheds, ete., are constantly
required. Reference has been made to
the teachers’ yprievances. I did not want
to discuss that subject on this Vate. The
Government are anxious to restore the posi-
tion, so far as the actwmal money received
by people who are employed by the Govern-
ment are concerned, as nearly as possible
to what it was two or three years ago, be-
fore we start on aoything else. The point
of first importance is the actual amount
of cash the pecple receive. We hope this
session so to adjust the position in the mat-
ter of wages that no one on £500 a year or
less will suffer eny deduction on account
of the financial emergency tax, except the
adjustment on the cost of living allowance.
That is the first and most important thing
to see to. I do not want at this stage to
say any more on the subject. I am thank-
ful that the Estimates of this department
have merited the approval of members. It
is, of course, their duty to bring before Min-
isters matters affeching their electorates and,
if the necessity arises, before Parliament.
All the requests that have been made will
receive consideration, but all of them ecan-
not be complied with. The member for
Murchison referred to outback sehools. These
and other problems of the kind will have
to be tackled. They must come first. After
the urgent works have been dealt with, if
we ¢an obtain money for other things they
wil! be put in hand in their respective order
of relative urgeney.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.3¢ p.m.



